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A  VISIT  TO  THE  TEMPLE  IN  THE  LAND  JERSHON. 


T  was  on  a  bright  and  beautiful 
morning  in  April  that  I  left 
Bogota  with  the  intention  of 
journeying  three  hundred 
miles  for  the  purpose  of  visit- 

ing  the  ruins  of    an  old   stone 

temple  away  off  in  the  mountain  valley 
where  we  locate  the  land  Jershon  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon. 

We    took    the    narrow    gauge    railroad 
which    runs    from    Bogota    northward    to 
Cipiquira,  a  distance   of  about  thirty-five 
miles.     For  the  first  fifteen  miles  the  road 
skirts  the  eastern  edge  of   the  valley,  with 
the    rounded   summits  of    the    mountains 
rising  abruptly  for  two  or  three  thousand 
feet   above  you;  then  the  road    crosses  an 
arm  of  the  valley  and  skirts  the  edge  of  a 
low  ridge    that   juts  into  the  valley    from 
the   northwest,   and    we    reach  Cipiquira, 
where  are  located  the   famous  salt  mines. 
The  ride  consumed    two   hours,  but  other- 
wise was  quite  pleasant.      The   aspect  of 
the    country  is  very    similar    to  what  one 
would  see  in    riding  through  Utah  county 
from  Payson    to   American    Fork.     There 
is  the  broad,  level  valley  with  its  rich  pas- 
tures, and  here  and  there  along  the  moun- 
tain slopes  a  village  in  which  grow  groves 
of  tall  willow  trees,   resembling  the  pop- 
lars   so    common    with    us.       The    grass 
and  vegetation  are  exactly  the  same  as  in 
Utah    county.     Springs    break  out   at  the 
base    of    the     mountains,   and     the     little 


streams    are    choked    with    cresses.      The 
ponds  in  whic*!  the  wild  ducks    sport  are 
surrounded  with  the    old   familiar   rushes 
and  flags,  and  the  same  varieties  of  weeds 
that   vex  our  farmers   grow    in   the    little 
gardens.    Robins    and  blackbirds  as   large 
as  magpies  Hit  about   just  as  their  smaller 
brothers    and    sisters   do    in  Utah.      The 
mountain  slopes  are    free  from  timber  and 
almost  free  from  brush.     The  lower  slopes 
are  grass  grown,  but  the  summits  are  cold 
and  dreary  and  but  little  grass  grows  there. 
There  are  no  poisonous  insects  in  the  val- 
ley, and  but  few  flies  or  mosquitoes.     The 
climate    is   delightful.     It   is  the  same  all 
of  the  year  round.  The  atmosphere  is  clear, 
bracing  and  healthful,  and  one  of  the  most 
active,  industrious  races  on  earth  ought  to 
be  developed  there. 

At  Cipiquira    we    left  the  railroad,  and 
with  our  Indian  boy  set  out  across  the  val- 
ley towards  the  northeast.      On  either  side 
of  our  road  we  pass  occasionally  the   fam- 
iliar farm   house    of    the    country,    about 
which   are    patches   of   cultivated  ground; 
but  the  great  plain    is    used  ahnost  alto- 
gether as  a  pasture    for  cattle  and    horses. 
I  remember  thinking  as  I  looked   back  at 
the  broad  hill  slopes  about  •'lipiquira,  what 
a  paradise  it  would   be  for  a  Ttah  farmer. 
With    modern  machintry    he    could    grow 
more  wheat   on  one   thousand   acres  than 
is    now    grown    in    the  whole    valley   with 
its  live  thiiusancl    s(iuare  miles  of  surface. 
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Ten  miles  from  Cipiciuini  we  passed  Ni- 
micon, where  both  iron  and  coal  are  mined; 
then  we  crossed  a  ridge  several  hundred 
feet  high  and  two  miles  or  moreover,  and 
entered  another  arm  of  the  valley.  Tim- 
ber is  scarce  in  the  valley  and  nearly  all 
the  fences  are  made  of  mud  and  covered 
with  tile  to  protect  them  from  the 
rain.  The  Colombians  have  a  weakness 
for  gateways.  Every  landowner  has  one 
or  more  of  them  at  the  entrance  to  his  es- 
tates. They  are  erected  after  the  model  of 
the  triumphal  arches  of  the  old  Romans, 
and  are  sometimes  very  elaborate  affairs, 
often  putting  to  shame  the  house  in  which 
the  senor  lives. 

We  passed  the  night  at  a  miserable  pos- 
ada  or  inn.  The  proprietor  was  a  black- 
smith. The  night  air  was  cold  and  raw, 
though  the  natives  didn't  appear  to  mind 
it;  but  I  hovered  about  the  forge  and  tried 
to  extract  a  little  warmth  from  the  coals. 
The  next  morning  we  crossed  a  ridge  and 
■descended  into  a  narrow  canyon,  through 
-which  the  Bogota,  here  called  the  Funza, 
dows.  An  old  road  passed  through  the 
canyon,  and  by  the  roadside  is  a  large 
stone,  worn  and  frayed   by  time,  on   which 


GREAT    STONE  AT    TEMPLE    SITE,   LAND 
•JERSHON. 

we  traced  dim  outlines  of  old  hiero- 
glyphics. After  a  while  we  came  out  into 
a  narrow  valley  hemmed  in  by  low  moun- 
tains worn  down    by   glacial  action  until 


their  slopes  are  as  smooth  and  regular  as 
if  made  so  by  hand.  In  this  valley  we 
noticed  for  the  first  time  the  presence  of 
artificial  terraces  on   the  mountain  slopes. 


( 


INDIAN    (URL,  LAND   .JERSHON. 

There  are  thousands  of  them,  which  gives 
evidence  that  this  valley,  where  a  hundred 
or  so  Indians  now  eke  out  a  miserable  ex- 
istence, was  once  the  home  of  a  numerous 
industrious  people.  Their  homes  dotted 
the  mountain  slopes  everywhere,  and  their 
fields  covered  every  available  acre.  Today 
there  is  hardly  an  acre  of  cultivated  land 
in  the  valley.  What  became  of  that  old 
race? 

Are  they  here — 
The  dead  of  other  days?— and  did  the  dust 
Of  these  fair  solitudes  once  stir  with  life, 
And  burn  with  passion?     Let  the  terraces 
Which  overlook  the  valley,  answer. 
A  race  that  long  has  passed  away 
Made  them;  while  yet  the  Greek 
Was  hewing  the  Pentelicus  to  forrus 
Of  symmetry,  and  rearing  on  its  rock 


A    VLSIT  TO  THE  TEMPLE  IK  THE  LAND  JEBSHOX. 


643 


The  glittering  Parthenon; 

All  day  this  desert  murmured    with  their  toils, 

Till   twilight  blushed   and   lovers   walked,   and 

wooed 
In  a  forgotten  language,  and  old  tunes 
From  instruments  of  unremembered  form 
Gave  the  soft  winds  a  voice.     But  all    is  gone, 

and 
The  solitude  of  centuries  untold 
Has  settled  where  they  dwelt. 

In  the  afternoon  we  passed  a  paramo, 
where  the  wind  blew  bleak  and  cold.  We 
were  on  the  summits  of  the  Andes,  11, -500 
feet  above  the  sea.  The  peaks  off  on  our 
right  command  a  view  of  the  Llanos  of 
the  Orinoco,  those  on  our  left  the  broad 
valley  of  the  Magdalena.  We  could  see 
neither,  and  had  no  suspicion  that  twenty 
miles  on  either  side  would  take  us  to  a 
point  two  miles  nearer  the  earth's  center 
than  where  we  were,  and  where  we  should 
need  fans  to  keep  us  cool,  instead  of  a 
blanket  about  us  to  keep  us  warm.  After 
a  while  a  broad  canyon  opens  on  our 
right,  which  leads  to  the  plains  beyond. 
Again  the  slopes  are  terraced  as  far  as  we 
can  see.  In  this  region  was  the  land  Anti- 
onum  of  the  Zoramites.  In  that  event,  the 
road  by  w  hich  we  have  come  is  probably 
the  one  traversed  by  Alma  and  his  mis- 
sionary party  more  than  two  thousand 
years  ago.  Our  road  skirts  the  dividing 
ridge  of  the  mountains  with  canyon  slopes 
on  our  right.  The  streams  all  flow  to  the 
east  and  reach  the  sea  through  the  Ori- 
noco.  We  passed  the  night  at  the  bridge 
of  the  Boyaca,  where  the  battle  which  de- 
termined the  Colombian  independence 
was  fought  nearly  one  hundred  years  ago. 
The  next  day  we  crossed  another  paramo 
and  descended  the  slopes  where  the 
strearns  flow  towards  the  Magdalena 
through  the  Sagamozo.  In  this  valley 
was  another  numerous  community  in  the 
olden  time. 

We  now  turned  westward  and  crossed 
the  mountain  which  divides  the  waters  of 
the  Sagamozo  and    the  Suaza.     Here  we 


found  a  region  very  different  from  any- 
thing we  have  seen  elsewhere  in  South 
America.  The  mountain  is  rough  and 
broken,  and  seems  to  have  been  the  cen- 
ter of  a  frightful  cataclysm  some  time  in 
the  past.  The  earth's  surface  has  been 
broken  up,  folded  over,  and  thrown  about 
in  the  utmost  confusion.  Sometim^.s  the 
stratas  are  set  on  end  and  sometimes  torn 
apart,  so  that  one  can  pass  for  long  dis- 
tances through  the  crevices  made  by  the 
earthquake.     In    one    place  the  mountain 


ANCIENT    BRlIXiE. 

is  literally  broken  in  two  and  the  road  now 
passes  through  the  deep  rent  for  two  or 
three  miles.  At  another  point  we  descend 
for  more  than  a  thousand  feet  into  a  deep 
gorge,  only  to  ascend  again  on  the  other 
sicie.  The  slopes  are  so  steep  and  our 
foothold  on  the  narrow,  sloping  path  so 
insecure,  that  we  grow  dizzy  and  cling  for 
safety   to  the    little    shrubs  that  grow   on 
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the  bare  slopes,  and  wish  manj'  a  time 
that  we  were  safely  down.  The  surface 
of  the  mountain  is  barren  in  the  extreme, 
in  striking  contrast  to  the  verdant  valleys 
we  have  passed.  The  aspect  of  the  coun- 
try is  more  like  that  about  St.  George, 
Utah,  than  anything  we  can  recall.  We 
re  told  that  the  barrenness  is  due  to  inter- 
nal heat,  which  in  some  places  is  intense 
enough  to  affect  the  climate. 

On  the  mountain  summit  is  a  level  field 
of  about  a  hundred  acres,  at  the  edge  of 
which  near  where  the  deeply  worn  road 
passes,  we  notice  the  outlines  of  a  large 
building  traceable  by  the  ridge  of  stones 
that  once  were  parts  of  the  walls.  No 
part  of  the  walls  are  now  intact  above 
ground,  but  judging  from  the  quantity 
of  stone  scattered  about,  the  walls  must 
have  been  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  high, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the 
building  was  formerly  a  resting  place 
for  travelers  who  crossed  from  the  valleys 
of  the  east  to  those  of  the  west. 

Passing  through  the  crevice  mentioned 
above,  we  skirt  the  mountain  side  for  a 
couple  of  miles,  and  descend  into  a  beau- 
tiful little  cove  in  which  is  located  the 
town  of  Lieve.  The  stone  columns  which 
support  the  porch  roof  of  the  inn  were 
originally  a  part  of  the  old  temple  which 
we  had  coiue  to  see,  yet  no  one  could  tell 
us  anything  of  the  rains  until  we  found 
the  schoolmaster,  who  had  heard  of  them; 
with  his  assistance  we  found  a  man  who  had 
visited  the  temple  of  Hell  as  it  was  called, 
and  who  would  go  out  with  us  for  twenty 
dollars  Colombian  money. 

The  present  inhabitants  of  Colombia  are 
utterly  indifferent  to  the  works  of  antiquity 
about  them,  and  care  nothing  for  them  be- 
yond finding  the  old  tombs  and  robbing 
the  dead  of  the  few  articles  of  value  upon 
them.  The  secretary  of  state  at  Tunha 
was  surprised  when  I  called  his  attention 
to  the  terraces  on  the  mountain  slopes, 
and  attributed  them  to  a  people  of  a  form- 


er time.  He  had  seen  them,  he  said,  all 
of  his  life,  but  thought  them  of  natural 
origin. 

The  ruins  are  two  and  a  half  miles  from 
Lieve,  in  ihe  direction  of  Suaza.  The  road 
over  skirts  a  low  flat  hill,  which  seems  to 
have  been  formed  by  an  outpouring  of 
lava  from  a  crevice  near  the  mountain 
base  south  of  the  town.  Great  boulders 
as  large  as  a  house  cover  the  fields, 
and  our  path  wound  in  and  out  among 
them  for  almost  the  entire  distance.  The 
temple  was  located  near  the  Lieve  creek, 
a  mile  or  so  above  its  junction  with  the 
Suaza.  The  ground  there  slopes  gentlj' 
from  the  creek  towards  the  hills  northward, 
and  is  now  a  wheat  field.  The  building 
was  rectangular  in  form,  and  was  about 
seventy-five  feet  wide  and  ninety  feet  long. 
Stone  columns  fifteen  feet  long  and  fifteen 
inches  in  diameter,  were  set  in  rows 
about  fifteen  feet  apart,  so  as  to  support 
the  roof,  which  was  undoubtedly  of  thatch. 
At  the  sides  flat  stones  were  set  on  edge 
between  the  columns.  The  general  plan 
of  the  building  was  very  similar  to  that 
of  the  temple  at  Tiahuanaco  near  lake 
Titicaca.  The  manner  of  its  construction 
indicates  that  it  was  either  the  temporary- 
makeshift  of  new  settlers  in  the  country,  or 
the  work  of  a  people  unfamiliar  with  the  art 
of  house  building.  But  when  one  sees  the 
finely  hewn  columns,  the  thought  is  forced 
upon  him  that  the  work  was  not  do  le  by 
beginners  in  the  art  of  stone  cutting. 
Again,  all  about  the  field  are  scattered' 
large  blocks  of  stone,  usually  about  seven- 
teen feet  long,  five  and  a  half  feet  wide  and 
three  and  a  half  feet  thick,  which  bear  evi- 
dence of  having  been  transported  a  con- 
siderable distance.  The  presence  of  these 
stones  would  indicate  that  it  was  the  pur- 
pose of  the  people  to  erect  a  more  elabor- 
ate building  than  the  orte  which  we  have 
described,  but  for  some  reason  the  work 
was  never  completed. 

If  this  was  the  land  Jershon  of  the  Neph- 
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ites,  which  seems  probable,  then  we  have 
an  explanation  of  the  conditions  which 
are  seen  here.  Jershon  was  settled  by  the 
Lamanite  converts  of  the  sons  of  Mosiah. 
These  people  had  been  in  their  new  home 
but  a  few  yea'-s  when  the  war  broke  out 
which  necessitated  their  removal  to  a  more 
secure  locality,  and  they  were  taken  to 
Melek  on  the  mountain  slopes  west  of  Zar- 
ahemla.  The  long  continued  wars  which 
followed  make  it  doubtful  if  the  Nephites 
ever  again  built  up  much  of  a  community 
at  Jershon.  The  homes  of  the  people  were 
built  of  bamboo  cane  and  thatch,  of  which 
no  trace    now  remains;  but  all  about  the 


LARGE    STONE    WITH    GROOVE. 

fields  are  cartloads  of  broken  pottery, 
stone  grinders,  etc.,  but  no  one  could  ever 
find  any  trace  of  flint,  which  left  an  im- 
pression in  our  mind  that  the  edged  tools 
of  the  old  people  were  of  metal,  probably 
iron  or  copper,  both  of  which  abound  in 
the  mountains  near  by. 

The  stones  from  which  the  columns  were 
hewn  nre  of  brown  sandstone  and  are  verj' 
hard  and  durable.  They  were  not  ob- 
tained on  the  site,  but  were  brought  from 
some  point  southward.  We  saw  a  similar 
lilock  of  stone  lying  in  the  road  which  ran 
along    the   mountain    ridge    thirty    miles 


southward;  but  it  was  pointed  south,  as  if 
being  taken  to  a  temple  in  that  direction. 
It  is  probable  that  the  quarry  was  some- 
where between  the  temple  and  this  stone. 
It  is  difficult  to  tell  now  how  the  stones  were 
transported,  but  as  each  stone  has  a  nick 
or  groove  several  inches  deep  cut  around 
one  end,  where  ropes  could  be  attached, 
it  would  appear  that  they  were  dragged  by 
main  force.  What  an  undertaking  this 
was,  can  be  understood  when  it  is  known 
that  about  three  miles  south  of  Lieve  the 
road  climbs  to  the  summit  of  a  steep  hill 
more  than  a  thousand  feet  high,  along 
the  ridge  of  which  it  runs  for  thirty 
miles  or  more,  except  where  it  descends 
to  cross  the  deep  gorge  of  the  Cande- 
leria.  There  is  little  doubt  that  this  road 
was  the  main  highway  of  the  old  people 
between  Zarahemla  and  the  cities  ly- 
ing to  the  north  and  north-east.  It  cer- 
tainly has  been  traveled  for  many  genera- 
tions,for  all  along  its  course  it  i^  worn  down 
to  a  deep  trough,  sometimes  ten  feet  deep 
and  thirty  feet  or  more  wide.  It  was  in 
this  road  that  we  saw  the  large  stone 
mentioned  above.  Along  this  road  also, 
where  it  crosses  the  divide  between  the 
valleys  of  the  Suaza  and  the  Bogota,  are 
found  great  boulders  dropped  by  the  glac- 
iers which  formerly  rested  upon  the  moun- 
tain summits,  which  are  covered  with 
hieroglyphic  writings  of  the  old  people. 
This  vicinity  was  also  the  favorite  burying 
ground  for  the  people  of  the  valley,  and 
numerous  tombs  have  been  found  and  the 
occupants  despoiled  of  all  articles  of  value 
and  then  Irodden  under  foot.  There  is  no 
doubt  but  that  the  country  is  a  rich  field 
for  the  archaeologist,  and  future  students 
of  the  Book  of  Mormon  will  find  much 
there  to  aid  them  in  their  study  of  the 
Nephite  people. 

Jnel  Kirks. 


THE  PRE-EXISTENCE  OF  MAN. 


(based   on    the   writings   of   ELDEK   ORSON    PRATT.) 
(CONTINUED   FROM   PAGE   621.) 


N  the  preceding  paragraphs,  we 
have  examined  the  doleful  ef- 
fects resulting  from  Adam's 
sin,  when  considered  without 
anj'  reference  to  the  atonement ; 
from  which  it  will  be  perceived, 
^  first,  that  Adam's  sin  placed  him  and  his 
descendants  under  the  captivity  and  power 
of  the  devil,  wherein  all  mankind  became 
spiritually  dead  forever;  having  perished 
from  that  which  is  good,  they  became  sub- 
ject to  the  will  of  the  devil,  and  thus  be- 
came lost  eternally.  Secondly,  that  Adam's 
sin  shut  all  mankind  out  from  the  presence 
of  God,  no  more  to  return.  Thirdly,  that 
Adam's  sin  brought  death  into  the  world, 
even  the  death  of  the  body,  or  in  other 
words,  an  eternal  separation  of  body  and 
spirit,  the  body  returning  to  dust  to  rise  no 
more,  and  the  spirit  remaining  in  ch lins  of 
darkness  to  be  happy  no  more .  These  fearful 
consequences  resulted  from  the  fall.  From 
these  consequences  man  could  not  redeem 
himself;  the  chains  of  everlasting  darkness 
encircled  him  about,  and  he  could  not  rend 
them  asunder,  he  had  lost  all  power,  and 
was  in  hopeless  despair.  But  suddenly,  a 
voice  from  on  high  penetrated  the  depths 
of  eternal  night,  with  which  he  was  sur- 
rounded. It  was  the  voice  of  mercy  which 
broke  harmoniously  upon  the  ear;  it  was 
the  voice  of  compassion  which  gently  whis- 
pered peace  to  the  despairing  soul;  it  was 
the  voice  of  hope — the  voice  of  love — the 
voice  of  one  bringing  glad  tidings  of  great 
joy — the  voice  of  a  compassionate  Father, 
proclaiming  Redemption  through  His  Only 
Begotten  Son.  Despair  fled  away — Hope 
sprang  up  in  the  heart — Joy  lighted  up  the 
countenance — and  man  by  faith  beheld 
himself  redeemed  through  the  death  and 
sacrifice  of  the  First  Born;  redeemed  from 


that  endless  spiritual  death  which  was  en- 
tailed by  the  fall:  his  body  redeemed  from 
an  endless  sleep  in  the  grave;  his  spirit  re- 
deemed from  an  endless  subjection  to  the 
power  of  the  devil.  He  beheld,  by  faith, 
the  body  restored  from  the  dust — the  spirit 
restored  to  the  body — mortality  restored  to 
immortality — and  man  restored  to  the  pres- 
ence of  his  Father.  Thus  we  see  that  in 
Adam  all  die  temporally,  spirituallv  and 
eternally;  and  that  in  Christ  all  are  made 
alive,  temporally,  spiritually  and  eternally,. 
so  far  at  least,  as  the  original  sin  is  con- 
cerned. 

Christ  is  the  life  and  light  of  the  world. 
Without  His  atonement,  no  life  nor  light 
could  have  approached  u-s;  naught  but 
eternal  darkness  and  death  and  misery 
could  have  reigned.  As  all  this  misery 
came  by  the  acts  of  one  man,  even  so  all 
the  redemption,  and  light,  and  life,  restored 
to  the  world,  came  by  one  Being  who  was 
as  "a  Lamb  slain  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world.''  As  the  children  of  Adam  had 
no  agency  in  committing  the  original  sin, 
even  so  they  are  redeemed  unconditionally 
and  universally  from  the  effects  of  that  sin, 
otherwise  those  effects  would  have  never 
had  an  end.  Redemption  from  the  original 
sin  was  through  Christ,  that  is.  through 
free  grace  alone  without  works;  no  works 
were  required  of  man  in  order  that  free 
grace  might  become  effectual  in  his  re- 
covery from  the  effects  of  the  sin  of  his 
first  parents.  None  of  the  posterity  of 
Adam,  as  a  condition  of  redemption  from 
that  sin,  are  required  to  repent,  or  believe, 
or  be  baptized,  or  do  anyt'ning  else,  all 
conditions  on  the  part  of  man.  are  entirelj' 
excluded.  The  atonement  alone,  without 
works,  has  made  all  mankind  in  their  in- 
fant state,  alive  in  Christ;  hence  the  wicked- 
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ness  of  baptizing  little  children,  for  they 
are  already  free  from  Adam's  sin,  because 
of  Christ.  Baptism  was  instituted  as  one 
of  the  conditions  through  which  remission 
of  our  own  personal  sins,  is  granted,  be- 
cause of  the  atonement;  but  the  atonement 
requires  no  baptism,  nor  any  other  con- 
dition, in  order  to  remit  the  original  sin, 
or  redeem  us  therefrom.  The  original  sin 
was  forgiven  soon  after  it  was  committed; 
Adam  was  the  one  who  obtained  forgive- 
ness of  the  same;  the  descendants  of  Adam 
are  affected  by  that  sin,  but  are  not  guilty 
of  committing  it;  therefore  they  need  no 
forgiveness,  no  faith,  no  repentance,  no 
baptism  for  the  remission  of  that  sin:  hence 
it  is  a  solemn  mockery  before  GoH  to  bap- 
tize little  children. 

Man,  having  learned  good  and  evil  by 
the  fall,  and  having  an  atonement  provided 
by  which  he  became  in  his  infant  state  in- 
nocent before  God,  was  placed  in  a  con- 
dition in  which  he  could  act  for  himself, 
either  to  do  good  or  evil,  and  a  probation 
was  given  him.  Now,  the  Lord  did  not 
see  proper  to  redeem  man  from  the  effects 
of  the  fall  immediately;  therefore,  the  time 
preceding  death  became  a  probationary 
state,  or  a  state  of  trial;  laws  were  given  to 
govern  him,  adapted  to  the  nature  and  de- 
gree of  his  knowledge;  he  was  commanded 
to  do  good  and  not  evil;  penalties  were  af- 
fixed to  the  laws  given  him.  All  mankind, 
as  they  grow  up  from  infancy,  to  years  of 
accountability,  transgress  these  laws,  and 
subject  themselves  to  the  penalty  thereof, 
which  is  a  second  death.  This  second 
death  will  not  be  inflicted  until  all  man- 
kind are  redeemed  from  the  first  death,  and 
restored  in  their  immortal  state  intu  the 
presence  of  their  Judge,  to  he  .judged  l)y 
the  revealed  law,  according  to  their  works, 
whether  .they  be  good  or  evil.  Were  it  not 
that  Christ  suffered  for  the  sins  (committed 
by  the  posterity  of  Adam,  as  well  as  for 
the  original  sin,  no  llesh  that  sins  could  he 
saved:  for  sin  conceives  in  the  hearts  of  all 


as  they  grow  up  to  know  good   and  evil. 
Therefore,    if   the    atonement    reached    no 
further  than  the  original   sin.    every   soul 
who  sinned  against  the  second  law  would 
die    a    second    spiritual   death:    he   would 
again   be    placed  in  a    condition    without 
hope;    he   would    again   perish    from    that 
which  is  good,  and  become  miserable,  both- 
body  and  spirit,   forever.     It  is   true,   hie^ 
body  would  not  return  the  second  time  to  • 
dust,  but  he  would  be  banished  the  second- 
time  from  the  presence  of  his  Judge^  where' 
both  body   and   spirit  would  be  miserable 
forever;   where  no  ray  of  hope  could  ever 
break  upon  his  mind.      Such   must  have 
been  the  consequences,   if  the  original  sin 
was  the  only  sin   atoned   for:   under  these 
circumstances,  none  but   infants  and  those 
who  died  without  knowledge  enough  to  sin 
could  be  saved.      All  the  rest  would  be  ir- 
recoverably lost. 

But  Christ  died,  not  only  to  redeem 
mankind  from  the  original  sin,  but  to  re- 
deem them  from  the  penalty  of  their  owd 
individual  sins,  not  unconditionally,  but 
conditionally.  Though  lUirist  has  suffered 
both  in  body  and  spirit,  the  pains  of  all 
the  human  family,  to  atone  for  all  their 
sins,  yet  this  atonement  cannot  take  effect 
upon  them,  unless  they  believe  in  Him,, 
repent  of  their  sins,  and  are  immersed  ini 
water  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  for 
the  remission  of  sins,  and  are  confirmed  by 
the  laying  on  of  the  hands  for  the  reception 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  continue  in  faith- 
ful.iess  unto  the  end;  on  such  the  second 
death  will  have  no  power.  liut  those  who- 
will  not  repent,  and  who  re.ject  the  plan  of 
salvation,  must  sull'er  the  penalty  of  the- 
law  even  according  to  the  degree  which- 
(iod  hath  made.  Such  will  he  |)unished 
wfth  everlasting  destruction  from  (he  pres- 
ence of  the  Lord,  and  from  (he  glory  of 
His  power.  But  as  ( iod  will  reward  and 
punish  all  men  according  to  their  works, 
whether  good  or  evil,  there  will  he  different 
degrees  of  hajipincss  and  glory,    to  answer 
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the  ends  of  the  atonement,  and  different 
degrees  of  punishment  and  misery,  to  an- 
swer the  ends  of  justice.  And  thus  the 
love  and  mercy  and  .justice  of  God  will  be 
magnified  before  all  the  heavenly  host  and 
before  all  men. 

Redemption  from  the  original  sin  is  uni- 
versal and  unconditional;  redemption  from 
our  personal  sins  is  conditional.  The  first 
is  brought  about  by  free  grace  alone  with- 
out works.  The  second  is  brought  about 
by  free  grace  through  works.  The  former 
is  a  universal  salvation;  the  latter  is  a  sal- 
vation of  those  only  who  receive  the  Gos- 
pel. Redemption  from  Adam's  sin  brings 
us  back  into  the  presence  of  God;  redemp- 
tion from  our  own  sins  retains  us  in  the 
presence  of  God  in  a  state  of  never-ending 
happiness.  Those  who  reject  a  redemption 
from  the  second  death,  will  be  compelled 
to  receive  a  redemption  from  the  first 
death.     As  Christ  was  lifted  up  by  wicked 


men  upon  the  cross,  so  shall  wicked  men 
be  lifted  up  from  the  grave  to  stand  before 
Him,  to  be  judged  for  all  their  wicked 
deeds.  As  Christ  was  judged  and  rejected 
by  sinners,  so  will  sinners  be  judged  and 
rejected  by  Him.  Thus  all  things  are 
planned  in  wisdom,  in  righteousness,  and 
in  holiness,  for  the  redemption  and  happi- 
ness of  man,  and  also  for  his  damnation 
and  misery;  that  mercy  and  justice  may 
each  have  their  claims,  and  God  be  per- 
fect in  all  His  attributes. 

How  great  and  wonderful  are  the  works 
of  the  Almighty  as  displayed  in  the  creation 
and  government  of  man!  What  infinite 
wisdom  is  manifested  in  His  redemption! 
How  great  the  inducements  held  out  to 
fallen  man  to  reclaim  and  to  restore  him 
to  happiness!  How  merciful,  and  yet  how 
just  is  the  great  judge  of  all  the  earth,  in 
meting  out  rewards  and  '  lunishments  ac- 
cording to  the  works  of  men! 


(TO    BE    CONTINUED.) 


HOW  TO  ATTAIN   OLD  AGE 


Seven  pithv  precepts  for  the  attain- 
ment of  old  age  were  given  recently  by 
General  Booth,  in  explanation  of  his  sur- 
prising activity  and  vigor  at  the  age  of 
seventy- eight.     He  said: 

"Eat  as  little  as  possible.  The  average 
man  eats  too  much.  Instead  of  nourish- 
ing his  body  he  overtaxes  it,  compelling 
his  stomach  to  digest  more  food  than  it  has 
capacity  for. 

"Drink  plenty  of  water  in  preference  to 
adulterated  concoctions.  Water  is  whole- 
some nourishment. 

"Take  exercise.  It  is  just  as  foolish  to 
develop  the  mind  and  not  the  body  as  it  is 
to  develop  the  body  and  not  the  mind. 
Perform  some  manual  labor;  dig,  walk, 
chop  wood,  or,  if  you  can  talk  with  your 
whole  body,  why,  then  talk;  but  do  it  with 
all  your  might. 


"Have  a  system,  but  do  not  be'a  slave 
of  the  system.  If  my  hour  to  rise  is  8 
a.  m.  and  at  that  time  I  haven't  had  suf- 
ficient rest.  I  take  longer  time. 

"Do  not  fill  your  life  with  a  lot  of  silly 
and  sordid  pleasures,  so  that  when  you 
come  to  die  you  will  find .  you  have  not 
really  lived. 

"Abstain  from  indulgences  which  over- 
tax the  body,  and  injure  not  only  your- 
self, but  the  generations  that  come  after 
you. 

"Have  a  purpose  in  life  that  predomi- 
nates above  all  else,  that  is  beneficent  to 
those  about  you,  and  not  to  your  own 
greedy  self  alone.  If  there  is  one  thing  for 
which  I  am  glad  it  is  that  I  have  found_a 
purpose  which  involves  not  me  alone,  but 
all  humanity." 


NDEKfi2\RTEN 


FIRST    SUNDAY,    NOVEMBER    4TH,   I9O6. 

1.  Song — Select  one  of  the  Fall  songs. 

2.  Hvmn. 

3.  The  Lord's  Prayer. 

4'     Song      '"Fruit  Song.' 

5.  Morning  Talk 

Thanksgiving  day  will  soon  be  here  and 
we  all  love  to  see  it  come  again.  At  this 
time  of  year  we  need  a  thanksgiving  day 
for  we  have  so  many,  many  things  to  thank 
our  Heavenly  Father  for  and  our  own  dear 
parents.  We  have  all  the  fruit  that  it  took 
such  a  long  time  to  grow,  we  have  vege- 
tables in  our  cellars  and  flour  with  which 
we  can  make  bread.  And  everyone  of  you 
little  children  no  doubt  can  tell  us  of  some 
blessing  you  have  to  be  thankful  for. 
(Let  the  children  tell  of  their  gratitude  for 
their  food,  clothes,  homes,  etc.)  We  have 
talked  of  so  many  little  things  that  have 
been  preparing  for  winter,  some  little  ani- 
mals have  stored  away  food  for  the  cold 
winter  days  just  as  we  have  seen  our  par- 
ents get  fruit,  vegetables  and  flour  to  last 
us  during  the  winter.  And  when  all  are 
ready  we  feel  glad  and  want  to  tell  our 
kind  Heavenly  Father  how  grateful  we  are 
to  Him.  When  we  thank  Him  He  too 
is  very  glad,  and  He  tries  to  do  more  things 
for  us  all  the  time.  No  matter  how  little 
a  thing  we  do  for  anyone  it  makes  us  very 
happy  when  they  say  "Thank  you."  So 
let  us  try  and  say  'Thank  you"  for  all  the 
things  we  have,  and  every  day  we  can  do 
something  to  make  so'meone  else  happy. 
I  have  such  a  pretty  story  to  tell  you  of  a 
mother  a. id  little  girl  who  were  always 
making  each  other  happy. 

6,  Stoiy. 


THE    POTATO    BARY. 

Once  upon  a  time  there  was  a  little  girl 
named  Elizabeth.  She  had  blue  eyes  and 
golden  curls  and  rosy  cheeks.  She  lived 
in  a  liny  house  with  her  dear  mother  and 
father  and,  though  she  was  very  little,  she 
loved  to  help  her  mother  when  she  worked. 
For  as  they  were  very  poor,  the  mother 
had  to  work  very  hard.  One  day  Eliza- 
beth's mother  was  peeling  some  potatoes 
for  supper  and  Elizabeth  came  and  sat  by 
her  mother  and  wanted  to  help  her.  So 
her  mother  let  her  take  the  peelings  when 
they  came  curling  ofiF  and  put  them  in  the 
pail,  and  when  the  potato  was  all  peeled 
Elizabeth  would  put  it  in  a  pan  of  cold 
water.  By  and  by  the  potatoes  were  all 
peeled  and  the  mother  said,  "We  have  not 
enough  potatoes  here,  these  will  not  do. 
I  must  go  down  into  the  cellar  and  get 
some  more." 

Elizabeth  said,  "O  mother,  let  me  go;  I 
will  take  the  little  basket  and  go  so 
carefully." 

"Very  well,"  said  the  mother,  "only  you 
must  remember  the  steps,  and  the  cellar 
is  not  very  light,  so  you  must  be  careful." 

"I  will  go  down  one  foot  first  and  watch 
out,"  said  Elizabeth. 

So  she  took  the  little  basket  and  start- 
ed off.  Her  mother  sat  and  waited.  She 
thought,  "Now  Elizabeth  has  reached  the 
foot  of  the  stairs;  now  she  has  passed  the 
little  window;  now  she  must  be  getting 
the  potatoes."  Then  the  mother  waited 
and  waited  to  hear  Elizabeth  coming 
back.  But  she  could  not  hear  her.  Every- 
thing was  very  quiet.  So  the  mother  said, 
"Dear  me,  I  wonder  where  lOlizabeth  (;an 
be?"  So  she  went  down  the  cellar  stairs 
Jind  looked  aliout    luit    couldn't  sec   Eliza- 
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"beth.  Then  she  went  on  a  little  way  and 
she  heard  some  soft  little  singing,  and  she 
peeped  over  the  pile  of  potatoes,  and 
there  sat  Elizabeth  with  a  big  potato  in 
her  arms  and  she  was  singing,  "Hum, 
hum — hush  my  baby,  go  to  sleep." 

"Why,  Elizabeth!"  said  her  mother. 

"Hush,"  said  Elizabeth,  "this  is  a  po- 
tato haiiy  and  I  am  putting  it  to  sleep." 

"Well,  bring  your  baby  up  stairs,"  said 
her  mother.  "You  can  rock  it  in  your  lit- 
tle rocking  chair." 

So  Elizabeth  brought  her  baby  up  and 
rocked  it  gently  and  sang  to  it  while 
mother  got  the  supper.  After  supper  when 
the  work  was  all  done,  mother  said,  "Bring 
your  baby  here,  Elizabeth,  and  I  will  fix  it 
for  you." 

So  Elizabeth  brought  the  potato  baby 
and  mother  made  some  eyes  and  a  nose 
and  a  mouth  on  it,  then  she  got  some  cloth 
and  made  it  a  petticoat.  And  then  Eliza- 
beth wanted  a  dress;  so  mother  made  a 
dress  and  put  some  cotton  in  the  sleeves 
for  arms.  Then  she  made  a  little  cap  out 
of  lace.  And  behold  the  potato  baby  was 
all  dressed  and  looked  like  a  real  baby. 
Elizabeth  was  so  happy.  She  rocked  it 
and  sang  to  it,  and  put  ,its  little  bed  by 
hers  when  she  went  to  sleep.  And  in  the 
morning  when  she  woke  up,  the  first  thing 
that  she  saw  was  her  potato  dolly,  looking 
at  her  with  its  round  eyes  as  if  it  said, 
"Good  morning." 

(And  this  is  the  end  of  the  story). 

(Have  a  potato  and  little  clothes  all 
made.  Pretend  to  make  the  clothes  and 
dress  the  baby  while  telling  the  story,  and 
draw  the  face). 

7.     Rest  exercise. 

Select  one  in  which  the  children  can 
exercise  their.limbs  freely.  The  following 
finger  play  can  be  played  there  being  plenty 
of  room  for  activity. 

COUNTING    LESSON. 

I  have  a  little  lesson  in  numbers  every  day, 


If  you  like  I'll  tell  you  the  kind  I  have  to  say. 
I  call  them  play. 

There  was  one  pretty  pigeon, 

And  when  it  said  "Coo," 

Another  little  pigeon  close  beside  it  flew. 

Then  there  were  two. 

Two  bonny  ships  were  sailing, 

As  proudly  as  could  be. 

When    "iShip  Ahoy!"     another  sailed  out  upon 

the  sea. 
Then  there  were  three. 

There  was  a  pretty  rose  bush, 

That  grew  beside  my  door. 

Three   roses    bloomed  upon   it  and  when  there 

came  one  more. 
Then  there  were  four. 

Four  bumble  bees  were  flying, 

The  busiest  things  alive. 

Then  Buz-z-z  another  came  hurrying  from  the 

hive. 
Then  there  were  five. 

These  last  were  rather  hard  ones, 
The  roses  and  the  bees, 

But   my  mama  says  numbers  get  harder  by  de- 
grees— Harder  than  these. 

8.     Bible    Lesson — "The   Ten     Lepers  "      (Luke 
xvii:    II.) 

When  Christ  lived  here  on  the  earth  He 
was  always  so  glad  when  people  were 
thankful  for  what  He  did  for  them.  He 
never  wanted  to  be  paid  in  money.  He 
only  wanted  thanks.  One  day  as  He  was 
going  through  a  small  town  He  saw  ten 
men  away  on  a  hill  side.  They  called  to 
Him  and  said,  "Jesus,  Master,  have  mercy 
on  us."  That  meant  that  they  wanted 
Him  to  make  them  well,  for  they  were 
very  sick  and  could  not  go  near  anyone 
at  all  for  fear  that  they  would  make  other 
people  sick  also.  When  the  Master  heard 
them  call  for  Him  to  help  them  He  called 
back  to  them  and  told  them  to  go  and 
show  themselves  before  the  priests.  And 
as  they  walked  aw  ay  they  became  well  and 
clean  from  the  sickness.  One  man  was  so 
glad  he  did  not  wait  to  go  but  turned  and 
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thanked  the  Savior  and  praised  Him  for 
His  blessings.  Jesus  asked  the  man 
where  the  other  men  were,  but  the  man 
did  not  knosv.  And  then  the  Savior  said 
to  the  gratified  man,  "Arise,  go  thy  way; 
thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole."  He 
meant  that  because  the  man  had  faith  in 
God  and  then  gratitude  for  what  He  did 
that  he  would   always  be  well  and  strong. 

9.  Autumn  song  given  last  month. 

10.  Children's  Period. 

11.  Closing  Exercises. 

SECOND    SUNOAY.  NOVEMBER  II TH,   1906. 

1.  Song — Autumn  Song. 

2.  Hymn.  ' 

Father  of  all  in  heaven  above, 
We  thank  Thee  for  Thy  love; 


Our  food,  our  homes, 

And  all  we  wear, 

Tell  of  Thy  loving  care.     Amen. 

Before  singing  this  beautiful  hymn  of 
thanks  you  can  ask  the  children  to  mention 
some  things  that  they  all  have  to  thank 
the  Heavenly  Father  for. 

3.  The  Lord's  Prayer. 

4.  Song — Selected. 

5.  Morning  Talk. 

Arrange  a  morning  talk  suitable  to  the 
occasion  in  your  own  school  leading  up  to 
the  thought  of  gratitude  and  thanks. 

Today  we  are  going  to  learn  such  a  nice 
Thanksgiving  song.  Some  of  you  may 
know  it,  and  if  so  you  can  help  those  who 
don't  know  it,  for  we  all  want  to  learn  to 
sing  it,  for  Thanksgiving  day  will  soon  be 
here. 


THANKSGIVING    DAY. 


Words  by  J.  G.  Whittier. 

Lively. 
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O  -  ver    the    riv  -  er    and    thro'  the  woods.  To    Grandfather's  house  we  go, 

O  -  ver    the    riv  -  er    and    thro'  the  woods,  To        have        a     first    rate        play. 
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horse  knows  the  way  to 
Hear  the  bells      ring. 


car  -  ry  the  sleigh.  Thro' the  white  and  drifted  snow. 

Ting- a  -  ling.  ting.  Hurrah     tor    thanksgiving  day! 
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O  -  ver    the    riv  -  er  au.l     thro'  the  wood,  Oh,  how      the  wind  does    blow!  It 

O  -  ver     the    riv  ■  er  and     thro'  the  wood.  Now  Grandmother's  cap,   I  spy!  Hur- 
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8tino;s  the  trees    and        bites  the  nose.  As  o  -  rer    the  ground  we 

rah  for  the  fun!  is  the    pud  -  ding  done?  Uur  -  rah  for  the    pumpkin 


go. 
pie! 


6.  Bible  Lesson. 

Review  "The  Ten  Lepers,"  emphasiz- 
ing gratitude.  You  can  all  relate  one  or 
two  other  incidents  of  gratitude  to  the 
Lord  for  His  blessings,  such  as  "Noah's 
thanksgiving  after  leaving  the  ark,"  (Gene- 
sis viii);  "Elijah  and  the  widow,"  (I 
Kings,  17;)  "Three  Hebrews,"  "Christ 
healing  the  sick,"  etc.,  etc. 

7.  Reit  Exercise — Seclected. 
8-     Story 

Tell  the  following  Thanksgiving  story  as 
given  in  the  Juvenile  previously  with  the 
thought  of  thanks  emphasized:  "Thanks- 
giving Story,"  for  November,  1905. 

After  telling  the  story  you  can  suggest 
that  everyone  help  tell  a  story.  You  can 
tell  the  story  of  our  bread,  or  the  wood 
and  lumber  for  houses,  or  our  warm, 
woolen  clothes,  etc.,  etc.  Trace  step  by 
step  each  process  that  is  gone  through  in 
order  that  we  may  have  food  or  clothes  or 
be  protected  from  the  cold. 

9.     Children's  Period.  , 

10      Closing  Exercise. 


THIRD  SUNDAY.  NOVEMBER  I8,  1906. 

Thought  for  teacher:  thanksgiving. 
I.  Song.     Choose, 
a.  Hymn.     Thanksgiving  Hymn. 

3.  The  Lord's  Prayer. 

4.  Song — "Summer  Flowers  are  Sleeping."    Hill, 

5.  Morning  Talk, 

Prepare  your  own  talk  leading  up  to 
Thanksgiving  day. 

6.  Story. 

The  First  Thanksgiving  Day,  page  662 
.Juvenile,  November  1,  1905. 

7.  Bible  Story.     Pharaoh's  Dream.     Gen.  Ch-  41. 

I  wonder  if  anyone  here  ever  had  a 
dream?  When  do  dreams  come  to  us? 
(Let  the  children  tell  their  impressions  of 
dreams  and  their  experiences). 

Dreams  are  thoughts  which  come  to  us 
in  our  sleep,  and  sometimes  the  Lord  sends 
dreams  to  us  to  warn  us  of  something  that 
is  about  to  happen  or  to  tell  us  of  some- 
thing which  we  should  do. 

A  long,  long  time  ago  the  Lord   sent   a 
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dream  to  a  king  who  lived  far  awaj'  in 
Egypt;  the  land  where  Moses  afterwards 
lived.  This  king's  name  was  Pharaoh — 
we  have  heard  that  name  before,  haven't 
we? 

Pharaoh  dreamed  tliat  he  was  standing 
near  a  river  and  out  of  the  river  came  seven 
big,  fat  cows  to  eat  the  grass  in  a  meadow, 
but  right  after  them  came  seven  poor,  half- 
starved  cows  which  ate  up  the  seven  fat 
cows;  still  they  seemed  to  be  as  thin  and 
hungry  as  before.  And  again  the  king 
dreamed  that  he  saw  seven  full,  good  ears 
of  corn  growing  on  one  stalk,  and  after 
them  grew  seven  thin,  withered  and 
blasted  ears  of  corn  which  ate  up 'the  good 
ears,  and  then  he  awoke. 

This  dream  troubled  the  king,  so  he  sent 
for  all  the  wise  men  or  magicians,  but  no 
one  could  tell  him  what  it  meant. 

Then  the  king's  chief  butler  remembered 
that  a  young  man  named  Joseph  had  once 
interpreted  a  dream  for  him,  which  had 
come  true,  so  he  told  the'  king  about  it. 
The  king  sent  for  Joseph  and  asked  him  to 
interpret  the  dream,  and  Joseph  answered 
that  he  could  not  explain  the  dream  of 
himself  but  that  the  Lord  would  give  the 
king  an  answer  of  peace. 

After  hearing  the  two  parts  of  the  dream 
Joseph  said.  "The  dream  of  Pharaoh  is 
one.  The  Lord  has  shown  Pharaoh  what 
He  is  about  to  do.  The  seven  fat  cows  are 
seven  years  and  the  seven  good  ears  are 
seven  yearsof  plenty;  and  the  seven  thin, 
hungry  cows  are  seven  years  and  the  seven 
empty  ears  are  seven  years  of  famine. 

The  dream  is  one  but  was  given  twice 
because  the  Lord  wanted  it  impressed  on 
the  king's  mind. 

There  will  be  seven  years  of  great  plenty 
throughout  all  the  land  of  Egypt.  And 
after  them  shall  come  seven  years  of 
famine,  when  nothing  will  grow,  and  there 
will  be  no  food  for  the  people  and  the  ani- 
mals. So  let  ['haraoh  choose  a  wise, 
good  man,  and    place   him    over   Egypt  to 


buy  one-fifth  of  all  the  com  and  food  that 
is  raised  in  the  seven  years  of  plenty,  and 
store  it  away  in  the  cities  to  sell  to  the 
people  during  the  seven  years  of  famine 
so  they  will  not  starve." 

The  king  believed  what  Joseph  told  him 
and  he  chose  Joseph  to  be  the  ruler  over 
Egypt  to  buy  and  store  up  the  grain  and 
food.  The  king  put  his  ring  on  Joseph's 
finger,  had  him  dressed  in  fine  clothes  and 
placed  a  gold  chain  around  his  neck.  So 
Joseph  was  next  to  the  king  in  power  and 
greatness.  For  seven  years  he  laid  up 
food,  and  when  the  seven  years  of  famine 
came  all  the  people  in  Egypt,  and  many 
from  other  lands,  went  to  Joseph  to  buy 
food.  After  those  seven  awful  years  were 
passed  and  the  Lord  again  caused  things 
to  grow,  I  wonder  if  they  had  a  Thanks- 
giving day!     Do  you  think  thej'  did? 

8.  Rest  Exercise. 

Go  through  some  of  the  motions  of 
gathering  in  the  harvest,  storing  the  vege- 
tables in  the  cellar,  apples  in  the  bin,  etc. 

9.  Children's  Period. 

10.  Closing   Song.    March  out. 

THANKSGIVING. 

"The  ripe,  rosy  apples  are  all  gathered  in; 
The)'  wait  for  the  winter  in  barrel  and  bin; 
The  great  golden  pumpkins,  that  grew  such  a 

size 
Are  ready  to  make  into  Thanksgiving  pies. 
And   all  the  good  times  that  the  children  hold 

dear 
Have    come  round    again  with  the  feast  of  the 

year. 
Now,  .what  shall  we  do    in    our    bright    happy 

homes! 
And  what  do  you  say  is  the  very  best  way 
To  show  we  are  grateful  on  Tiuinksgiving  Hay? 
Thi'  best  thing  that  hearts  that  are  thankful  can 

do 
Is  this;  to  make  thankful  other  hearts  too; 
For  lives  that  are  grateful,  and  sunny  and  glad, 
To  carry  their  sunshine  to  lives  that  are  sad. 
For    children    who   have    all  they  want  and  to 

sjjare, 
Their  good   things   with    pour    little  children   to 

share. 
For  this  will  bring  blessings,  aiul  this  is  the  way 
Til  show  we  are  thankful  on  Thanksgiving  Day." 
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THE  RIGHTS  OF  CHILDHOOD. 

HE  writer  of  the  article  refer- 
red to  in  the  last  number  of 
the  JuvENH^E  Instructor, 
complains  because  of  the  in- 
difference on  the  part  of  some 
legislatures  to  the  appeals  of 
women  in  some  states  in  behalf  of  children 
under  twelve  who  are  compelled  to  work 
in  factories  by  parents  who  care  nothing 
for  the  education  of  their  children.  The 
object  of  laws  against  child  labor  is  praise- 
worthy, and  their  failure  to  pass  is  often 
ascribed  to  the  political  influence  bought 
or  otherwise  obtained  by  corporations. 

There  is  another  phase  of  the  opposition 
of  such  political  bodies  to  the  work  of  the 
women  of  this  country  in  their  effort  to 
secure  protection  for  children  that  should 
be  in  the  school  room.  There  are  so 
many  mothers'  clubs  made  up  of  unmar- 
ried women  and  women  who  are  childless 
— one  must  believe  voluntarily  in  most 
instances — that  it  is  regarded  as  a  case  of 


interference  by  the  childless  with  those 
who  have  some  respect  for  the  laws  of 
nature.  Theories  are  quite  necessary;  and 
laws  should  be  made  to  protect  the  rights 
of  childhood  where  they  are  disregarded, 
but  there  is  a  natural  resentment  against 
the  childless  by  those  whose  experience  in 
the  practical  responsibilities  of  parent- 
age have  given  them  at  least  some  ideas 
which  nothing  but  experience  imparts. 

The  demand  for  equity  is  respected  in 
all  civilized  lands,  but  there  is  an  old  legal 
axiom  which  says  that  he  who  enters  a 
court  of  equity  must  come  with  clean 
hands.  The  wilfully  childless  home  may 
send  forth  its  advocates  of  the  rights  of 
childhood,  but  such  advocates  do  not  come 
with  clean  hands.  Their  plans  are  rather 
meddlesome  than  heartfelt.  They  do  not 
have  the  ring  of  sincerity.  A  world  in 
which  children  are  yearly  becoming  more 
and  more  unwelcome  is  not  likely  to  take 
an  honest  pride  in  what  becomes  of  those 
that  are  already  in  it. 

Enormous  as  is  the  crime  of  overworked 
and  poorly  fed  children,  it  is  very  doubt- 
ful if  all  the  factories  in  the  United  States 
which  use  child  labor  inflict  any  consider- 
able amount  of  harm  compared  with  the 
homes  where  indolence  of  children  is  en- 
couraged; and  yet  the  home  of  indolence  is 
often  pointed  to  as  the  model  home.  Ex- 
tremes should  be  avoided.  In  one  instance 
the  law  can  remedy  largely  the  evil,  in  the 
other  there  is  nothing  to  reach  and  rescue 
the  victims  of  indolence  but  reformed 
social  conditions.  There  is  a  constantly 
widening  gulf  between  the  childless  homes- 
of  our  country  and  the  homes  where  chil- 
dren are  welcomed.  In  time  it  means-  a 
class  distinction  which  will  have  a  far- 
reaching  influence  on  society. 


GENERAL  SUNDAY    SCHOOL  CONFERENCE. 


HE!   general    semi-annual   Sun- 
day School  conference  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat- 
ter-day   Saints     convened    in 
JgMs^      the  Assembly  Hall,  Salt  Lake 
^//ir    II    City,    Sunday  evening,  Octo- 
ber 7,  1906,  at  7  p.  m. 

Called  to  order  by  General  Superintend- 
ent President  Joseph  F.  Smith. 

Singing,  under  the  direction  of  Elder 
George  D.  Pyper,  ''Beautiful  Zion,"  by 
the  vast  congregation. 

Prayer  by  President  Francis  M.  Lyman. 
Singing  by  the  congregation,  "The  Lord 
is  my  Light." 

General  Secretary  George  D.  Pyper  called 
the  roll  of  stakes  and  missions;  all  of  the 
stakes  being  represented  but  two;  also 
several  missions. 

Elder  Pyper  also  said,  in  presenting  the 
authorities,  it  is  proposed  that  we  sustain 
the  general  officers  of  the  Sunday  School 
Union  as  sustained  at  the  meeting  of 
the  general  semi-annual  conference  yes- 
terday.    Carried  unanimously. 

PRESIDENT    JOSEPH    F.    SMITH. 

I  presume  that  most  of  the  Sunday 
School  workers  observed  that  Brother 
David  O.  McKay  of  the  quorum  of  the 
Twelve  Apostles  was  yesterday  sustained, 
and  consequently  has  been  sustained  by 
your  present  vote,  as  the  Second  Assistant 
General  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
School  Union.  Brother  McKay  will  now 
address  us  on  the  topic  of  Parents' 
Classes. 

APOSTLE    DAVID    O.    MCKAY. 

My  brethren  and  sisters,  it  is  indeed 
gratifying  to  see  so  many  present  and  to 
realize  all,  or  nearly  all,  who  are  here  are 
working  in  the  interest  of  the  children  of 
Zion.  Nearly  nil  who  are  present,  I  have 
no   doubt,    are   teachers,    men  and  women 


who  have  taken   upon  themselves   the  re- 
sponsibility   to    build    character    in    the 
youth,  members  of  the   Church  of  Christ. 
an  awful  responsibility  when  we  look  at  if 
and  begin  to  contemplate  what  it  means,- 
and  I  pray  that  the  Lord  may  be  with  U6> 
that  the  few  words  that  may   be  presented^ 
may  be  understood;  that  such  ideas  may 
be  brought  forth   as   will   be  not  only  en- 
couraging but  helpful  to  those  who  have 
assembled. 

In  visiting  throughout  the  different 
stakes  of  Zion  we  find  that  there  is  an  in- 
creasing interest  in  the  subject  of  parents' 
classes.  The  parents'  department  of  the 
Sabbath  School  is  taking  the  attention  of 
superintendents,  teachers  and  members  of 
the  school  alike.  But  there  is  also  some 
difficulty  in  regard  to  how  to  organize 
them.  There  is  some  difficulty  among 
some  in  knowing  what  they  are,  and  more 
difficulty  in  knowing  how  to  conduct  the 
classes  after  they  are  organized.  For  a 
few  moments  then,  I  ask  your  indulgence 
upon  these  three  topics,  in  brief:  first,, 
what  the  object  of  the  parents'  depart- 
ment is;  second,  the  organization  of  that 
department;  and  third,  how  to  conduct  the 
class  recitation. 

The  object  of  the  parents'  department 
of  the  Sabbath  School  is  two  fold:  first, 
to  improve  the  home;  and,  second,  to  im- 
prove the  Sabbath  School.  It  is  the  ob- 
ject of  the  parents'  class  to  aid  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  home  by  suggesting  bet- 
ter surroundings,  it  may  be  an  unnecessary 
thing  in  many  cases,  and  yet  I  am  con- 
strained to  think  that  there  is  no  home  so 
good,  there  is  no  home  so  beautiful  in  its 
surroundings,  but  can  be  improved  by 
some  suggestion  or  by  some  thought  that 
is  called  \ip  even  by  the  owner  of  that 
home. 

I  renu'iuhcr  listening  to  a  paper  in  a 
parents'  class  on   the   subject  of  Environ- 
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ment.  The  topic  of  that  paper  was  the 
inflaence  of  pictures  in  the  home;  and  I 
cannot  help  but  recall  the  influence  that 
paper  made  upon  me  as  I  sat  and  listened 
to  the  reader  as  she  developed  her  point 
and  also  by  the  discussion  that  fol- 
lowed, and  while  there  was  always  a  pas- 
sive feeling  that  pictures  had  an  influence 
on  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  household,  I 
never  before  that  time  realized  as  I  did 
then  the  extent  of  that  influence.  Nor 
was  I  the  only  person  present  on  that  oc- 
casion who  went  away  determined  to  look 
out  for  the  choicest  pictures  of  the  best 
artists  named  by  that  sister,  realizing  as 
we  did,  the  direct  influence  on  the  child. 
I  remember  hearing  a  discussion  that  took 
place,  during  the  application  of  one  of  the 
themes,  on  the  importance  of  keeping  the 
surroundings  of  our  houses  clean.  We 
have  heard  that  idea  advanced;  we  hav= 
heard  it  in  different  places,  and  yet  I  do 
not  know  when  these  parents  ever  had  it 
brought  so  forcibly  to  them  as  they  had 
thit  day  in  that  parents'  class.  When  I 
got  home  and  saw  my  back  yard  again, 
with  a  new  light,  I  felt  that  I  ought  to 
take  up  the  rake  and  make  an  improve- 
ment in  the  home.  It  had  that  effect  that 
I  immediately  recognized  a  condition  and 
the  importance  of  the  improvement  of  it. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  parents'  class  to  im- 
prove the  horn?  surroundings,  to  suggest 
ways  of  doing  it,  to  suggest  better  in- 
fluences in  the  home,  regarding  books,  re- 
garding pictures,  regarding  cleanliness  of 
furniture,  books  and  what-not  in  the  home. 
Second — It  is  the  object  of  the  parents' 
class  to  aid  parents  in  the  instruction  of 
the  children.  There  are  many  ways  in 
which  this  is  done,  and  many  more  in 
which  it  may  be  done.  I  will  just  refer 
to  a  little  instance  of  a  sister  who  had  at- 
tended, I  believe,  four  parents' classes,  the 
only  thing,  I  will  say,  that  that  sister  ever 
did  in  Sunday  School  work.  I  don't 
know  that  she  has    been  to  half    a   dozen 


Sunday  Schools  in  her  life,  and  what  is 
more,  her  husband  objects,  or  did  object, 
to  her  going  to  Sabbath  School.  But  she 
became  interested  in  this  parents'  class, 
attended,  took  part  in  the  discussion,  and, 
whft  was  ten  times  better,  she  took  part  in 
the  preparation  of  the  lesson  and  topics  un- 
der discussion.  At  the  close  of  the  fourth 
parents'  class  she  said,  "I  wish  my  boys 
were  young  again;  I  believe  I  could  teach 
them  in  a  better  way."  If  the  parents' 
class  department  will  do  nothing  else  but 
inspire  parents  with  a  higher  ideal  in  the 
instruction  of  their  children,  it  has  a  place 
in  the  Sabbath  School.  It  will  do  it  in 
many  ways.  That  came  from  that  sister's 
heart,  and  oh,  how  she  trembled  when  she 
was  discussing  the  lesson  that  had  been 
assigned  her  the  week  before;  but  she 
succeeded  in  presenting  it  to  her  fellow- 
workers.  She  felt  thankful  for  it.  She 
had  new  ideas  in  regard  to  the  relation  of 
the  Gospel  to  the  home,  and  she  felt 
thankful — she  does  today,  that  she  had 
come  to  respect  these  principles  to  help  in 
bringing  up  her  younger  children  who  still 
remain  with  her. 

Third — It  is  the  object  of  the  parents' 
department  to  introduce  the  Gospel  in  the 
home.  Now  that,  probably,  is  a  broad  state- 
ment, but  I  think  I  will  not  qualify  it,  but 
I  will  explain  what  I  mean.  It  is  the  ob- 
ject of  the  parents'  department  to  bring 
such  conditions  around  the  parents  that 
the  children  may  see  in  those  parents  a 
desire  to  seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God 
and  His  righteousness.  If  we  go  into  any 
ordinary  home  in  this  Church,  so  far 
as  that  is  concerned,  we  shall  find  that 
nearly  all  the  time  of  the  father  is  taken 
up  in  business  pursuits  or  following  some 
profession.  He  is  at  it  first  thing  in  the 
morning,  preparing  to  leave  his  home.  He 
is  away  following  it  all  the  hours  of  the 
forenoon,  and  probably  all  day.  He  re- 
turns to  his  home;  if  he  has  a  meeting 
he  will  attend    to  that,  and    if   not,   prob- 
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ably  tired  and  weary  after  his  day's  work, 
he  reads  his  paper  for  a  short  time  and 
retires  to  his  bed.  Morning  prayers  are 
said;  evening  prayers,  no  doubt,  but  at  the 
same  time  not  much  Gospel  is  introduced 
into  that  home.  Now  we  believe  all  of  us 
need  education,  that  we  should  seek  wis- 
dom out  of  good  books,  that  the  children 
need  to  be  taught,  that  we  feel,  and  you 
feel,  that  we  need  that  Gospel  taught  in 
more  places  than  in  our  auxiliary  organ- 
izations, or  in  the  organizations  of  the 
priesthood.  There  is  one  place,  the  sa- 
cred place  in  our  lives,  where  that  Gospel 
should  be  taught  and  spoken  about  in  its 
purity  and  its  importance.  A  little  boy, 
the  other  day,  was  asked,  "Does  your 
papa  attend  Elders'  meetings  now?'' 
"Oh,  no,  my  papa  don't  go  to  Elders' 
meetings  any  more."  That  was  all  that 
was  said  (or  heard,  at  least,)  of  the  con- 
versation. But  I  thought  what  impres- 
sions has  that  father's  neglect  in  attending 
Elders'  meeting  made  upon  that  child's  soul. 
He  feels  this,  if  nothing  else,  that  that 
quorum  meeting  is  not  of  much  import- 
ance; that  other  things  are  of  greater 
worth  to  his  father  than  that  priesthood 
meeting. 

Again,  when  boys  or  girls  ask  the  father 
or  the  mother  regarding  some  lesson,  (if 
perchance  the  children  be  interested 
enough  to  do  so,)  they  do  not  know  what 
an  impression  is  made  upon  those  chil- 
dren's minds  if  they  find  the  father  and 
mother  have  not  thought  enough  of  the 
subject  to  attach  sufficient  importance  to 
it  to  answer  that  question  regarding  it. 
Think  how  much  more  confidence  is 
established  between  father  and  child,  if 
when  the  question  is  asked,  the  father  can 
say,  ''Yes,  my  boy,  I  can  tell  you  about 
Samuel,  I  can  tell  you  about  Jesus  in  the 
temple."  If  he  have  it  clearly  in  mind  to 
teach  the  child  the  importance  of  that  les- 
son, this  is  wliat  we  mean  by  introducing 
the  Gospel  in  the  home.     We  do  not  mean 


by  that  that  it  is  going  to  interfere  with 
any  of  the  work  that  the  fathers  or  moth- 
ers are  now  carrying  on,  but  it  is  going  to 
give  an  importance  in  the  home  to  Sab- 
bath School  lessons. 

Regarding  the  organization,  it  is  best, 
probably,  to  refer  you  to  the  private  circu- 
lar sent  cut  some  time  ago.  Suffice  it  to 
say,  that  the  parents'  class  should  be  held 
each  Sabbath  morning  in  the  Sabbath 
School  sessions.  They  meet  in  regular 
session,  participating  in  the  opening  exer- 
cises of  the  school,  occupying  their  re- 
spective positions  with  the  other  depart- 
ments in  the  school  room.  Furthermore, 
it  is  suggested  that  there  be  enough  in- 
structors, probably  three — supervisors  they 
are  called — to  keep  up  the  interest,  to  plan 
the  lessons  and  make  the  necessary  assign- 
ments from  Sunday  to  Sunday.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  head  supervisor  to  judiciously 
conduct  all  discussions  in  the  class;  it  is 
his  duty  to  keep  up  the  interest.  But  it  is 
not  his  duty  to  do  all  the  talking  from 
Sunday  to  Sunday.  A  report  came  from 
one  parents'  class  sometime  ago,  in  the 
form  of  a  question  like  this:  "Our  super- 
visor is  killing  our  class,  he  is  doing  all  the 
talking;  what  shall  we  do?"  Well,  the 
answer  was,  "Stop  his  talking.  '  Now 
just  how  that  could  be  done,  of  course, 
would  have  to  devolve  upon  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  school.  But  he  is  a  very 
injudicious  supervisor  who  will  trespass 
upon  the  time  of  the  parents.  He  should 
realize  that  the  more  work  they  do,  the 
more  thoughts  they  express,  the  greater 
will  be  their  interest  and  usefulness  in  that 
department. 

And  now  to  the  (luestion  of  conducting 
the  parents'  class.  The  General  Board 
suggests  that  the  parents'  ('lass — there  may 
be  more  than  one  in  a  department,  we 
hope  so,  at  least,  and  it  will  grow  to  that 
condition — that  the  parents'  class  be 
divided  into  two  parts,  the  first  part  of 
that   recitation  to    consist,   wherever  it    is 
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practicable,  and  possible  so  to   do,  in  the 
consideration    of  the  children's  lessons  for 
the    coming  Sunday;   and  that  the  second 
part  consist  in  the  reading  of  a  paper,   or 
the   giving  of  a  short  talk  on  the  topic  as- 
signed one  week  before,  and  this  followed 
by  a  general  discussion  on    how   to    apply 
the  principles  in  the  home.     The  first  part 
of  this   will  consume,  probably    fifteen  to 
twenty  minutes,  the  second   from  forty  to 
forty-five  minutes.      Now  the  question  is 
asked,  how  can  this  be  done?  how  can  the 
parents'  classes   consider   all    the   lessons 
that  are  given  out  in  the  various   depart- 
ments of  the   school?     In    this    way:     Let 
the  supervisor  divide   the  seating  capacity 
into    as   many   departments   as    there  are 
in  the  school,  with  the  primary,  say,  in  this 
place,  the  kindergarten,   here,  the  first  in- 
termediate,   there,    second    intermediate, 
and  so  on.     Let  these  half  dozen  seats  be 
named  the  kindergarten  seats,  the  primary 
seats,   the    first  intermediate  seats,  and  so 
on.     Then  those  parents  having  children  in 
the  primary  grade  will  take  their  seats   at 
that  designated  place,  and  so  throughout 
the   departments.      Then    the    brother   or 
sister  previously  appointed  to  look  up  the 
primary  lesson  will  name,  or   what  will  be 
better,  will  give  a  few  interesting  points  in 
connection    with     that     primary     lesson. 
These'parents,  then,  may  have  not  only  the 
lesson  that  their  primary  boy  is  going    to 
consider  on  the  following  Sunday,  but  they 
will  have  also  some  interesting  points  given 
him   about    that  lesson.     "0,    but,"    says 
one,  "I  have  children  in  all   of  the  depart- 
ments, then  what  can  be  done?"     There  is 
one  boy  in  that  home  of  yours  who    this 
weeklneeds  more  of  your  help    than    an- 
other. There  is  one  girl  among  your  family 
that  has    been    more   discouraged    in   her 
Sunday  School  lesson  than  another.     That 
is  the  boy,  that  is  the  girl  who  needs  your 
help  this  coming  week.       If  that  boy  is  in 
the    first    intermediate    department,    your 
seat  in  the   parents'  class  on  the  following 


Sunday  is  in  the  first  intermediate  depart-^ 
ment  of  the  parents'  class.     There  you  will 
hear  what  lesson   your  child   is  going   to 
have  on  the  following  Sunday.     There  you 
will  hear  some  interesting  points  regarding 
it;  and  then,   sometime  during  the    week, 
.  make  an  opportunity  to  suggest  something 
about  it  in  an  interesting  way.       No,  this 
is  not  theoretical,  it  is  practical.      It  can 
be  done,  it  has  been  done,  and  the  results 
have    been   marvelous.     One   parent,  who 
was  not  a  Sunday  School   goer— she   has 
not    been    connected     with    the     Sunday 
School — took  part  in  this  discussion,  and 
one  day  prepared  a    lesson  in   her  depart- 
ment, and  promised,  after  she  had  given  it 
to  the  fellow  members  of   her   class,    that 
she  would  present    it   to  her  boy  sometime 
during  the  coming  week.      One  week  after 
she   was  asked  to    report     just    how    she 
did  it,  when  she  did  it,   and  what  success 
she  met  with.     She  said,  "I  presented  the 
lesson  to  him  just  as  it  was  given  to  me 
one  week  ago;  the  opportunity  came  when 
the   little  boy   was   helping   me    wipe  the 
dishes.      I    talked   to   him   about   it,   he- 
seemed  interested  in  it,  and  the  following 
Sunday  his  teacher  told  me  that  he  took  a 
more  active  part  in  the  recitation  than  he 
had  ever  done  before."   She  was  converted 
to  it  and   made  this  remark,    "I    think  I 
shall    join  the  parents'  class  in  our  ward." 
I    could   quote    several    other   instances 
where  parents  visited  the  parents'  class  and 
have  gone  home  and  taken  an  opportunity 
to  present  a  lesson,  for  they  can  do  it  when 
they  are  working  along  with  the  boys,  they 
can  do  it  when  they  are  sitting  down  just 
before  prayers  at  night,    they   can  do  it  in 
the  morning;  one  hundred  and  one  oppor- 
tunities come,  if  they  have  the   desire,   if 
they    have    something    in   mind    to     give. 
That  is  the  point.     We  know    what    class 
our  boys  belong  to;  we  don't  know  what  is 
the  lesson.     I  don't  know  it;    I    can't  tell 
what  lesson  will   be  given    in    the    kinder- 
garten to  my  little  boy  ne.xt  Sunday;    can 
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you  tell  now?  Why,  if  I  had  been  in  the 
parents'  department  considering:  that  lesson, 
1  coulJ  tell.  It  would  have  taken  no  time 
of  mine,  and  just  ten  minutes  suggestion 
would  have  given  me  that  knowledge.  It 
is  not  expected  in  giving  these,  that  fath- 
ers or  mothers  will  presume  to  tell  how  that 
lesson  is  to  be  given  on  the  following  Sun- 
day; the  teacher  will  decide  that.  But  they 
are  to  suggest  something  about  the  lesson 
to  attract  the  boy  and  be  able  to  give  him 
something  interesting  regarding  the  lesson, 
— the  lesson  of  Joseph,  or  the  lesson  of 
Samuel,  or  the  like,  it  may  be  of  the  rise 
of  the  Church  in  these  modern  times,  of 
the  exodus  from  Nauvoo,  of  the  estalilisb- 
ment  of  the  Saints  in  these  valleys,  of  the 
building  of  the  Temple,  or  any  other  inter- 
esting point  regarding  Church  history,  re- 
garding the  principles  connected  with  it, that 
will  arouse  an  interest  in  the  child's  soul, 
and, what  is  better,  what  is  of  more  import- 
ance,make  the  child  feel  that  you  think  that 
the  Church  is  of  such  importance,  that  you 
think  that  the  Gospel  is  above  everything, 
that  the  mind  should  be  opened  as  it  is 
upon  the  treasure  we  are  seeking  day  by 
day.  There  is  nothing  that  should  take 
the  place  of  the  Gospel,  that  is,  "Seek  first 
the  kingdom  of  God  and  His  righteousness 
and  all  else  shall  be  added."  Further- 
more, the  child  is  interested  in  his 
lesson  when  he  knows  that  his  papa  knows 
something  about  it.  I  will  tell  you  that 
children  imitate  their  fathers,  and  it  is  in 
this  confidence,  then,  that  the  second  ob- 
ject of  the  parents'  class  is  brought  about, 
an  aid  in  the  preparation  of  Sunday  School 
lessons.  We  need  not  say  anything  about 
punctuality  and  encouragement  in  attend- 
ance, and  all  that  we  need  is  to  get  our 
children  to  know  the  Gospel  and  to  have 
parents  know,  for  if  they  fail,  they  are  not 
going  to  teach  their  children.  That  will 
have  a  greater  impetus  than  anything  else 
I  know  of  to  lead  them  to  a  consideration 
of  the  f  iospel  in  the  home. 


The  second  part  is  a  consideration  of 
general  principles.  It  may  be  on  "En- 
viroment,"  it  may  be  en  "Habit,"  it  may 
be  on  "Home,"  it  may  be  "On  the  Organiza- 
tion of  the  Priesthood,"  on  anj-  topic  that 
the  General  Board  may  suggest,  or  that 
you  can  suggest,  that  you  may  think  wise; 
and  a  member  of  the  class  will  rise  and 
give  his  thoughts  on  that  subject,  read  his 
paper,  developing  some  beautiful  truth  in  it, 
or  he  may  give  a  five  minutes'  talk  on  it, 
developing  the  same  point,  and  after  you 
have  heard  it,  if  you  feel  evidences  of  its 
truth,  then  the  question  is,  how  may  that 
be  applied  in  the  home,  is  it  introduced 
into  my  home  today,  if  not,  can  I,  or  by 
what  means  may  I  introduce  it  in  my 
home?  That  becomes  the  most  interesting 
part  of  the  parents'  recitation.  Each  one 
has  a  different  thought,  each  one  has  a 
new  idea.  Every  time  it  is  pressed,  the 
desire  to  beautify  the  home  is  intensified. 
It  is  only  a  week  ago  I  heard  a  discussion 
on  "Neatness;''  the  application  turned  to 
neatness.  I  think  the  paper  was  read  on 
the  subject  of  Habit,  and  the  question  was 
raised  immediately.  A  member  got  up  and 
said,  "My  daughter  has  formed  such  and 
such  a  habit,"  and  told  how  the  child 
would  come  into  the  home  and  leave  her 
coat  here  and  her  hat  there,  a  paper  or  a 
book  in  another  place;  and  then  she  went 
on  and  told  how  she  went  to  work  to  bring 
the  child  out  of  that  habit,  to  break  it.  It 
was  one  of  the  most  practical  lessons  on 
habit  that  I  ever  heard  in  the  world,  and 
the  mother  is  not  a  pr^^fessed  teacher;  she 
trembled  when  she  was  asked  sometime 
before  to  give  the  paper  in  the  class.  But 
she  is  a  teacher;  she  has  had  the  experi- 
ence; she  has  raised  a  family,  and  is  now 
raising  it,  and  her  knowledge  and  her  ex- 
perience were  worth  everything  to  some  of 
us  younger  ones. 

I  do  not  feel  that  I  should  lake  up  the 
time.  The  lessons, tlie  plan  of  lessons, will  be 
extended  so  that  any  supervisor  can  handle 
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the  recitation,  and  all  will  be  so  simple 
that  all  parents  can  take  part  in  them. 
Just  when  these  lessons  will  be  concluded, 
I  cannot  say  tonight,  but  they  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  committee  and  the  General 
Board,  and  will  be  rushed  through  with  as 
much  speed  as  possible,  so  that  you  may 
get  them.  The  word  will  be  sent  to  you. 
Twelve  lessons,  the  first  general  lessons, 
will  be  published.  These  will  be  followed 
by  others,  and  then  you  will  be  kept  in 
material,  and  the  Parents'  Classes  will 
have  enough  to  consider. 

I  am  not  sure  that  I  have  touched  upon 
the  points  that  some  of  the  superintendents 
have  talked  about;  but  in  general  you  will 
find  the  most  difficulty  in  how  to  conduct 
your  class,  and  you  will  follow  the  two  di- 
visions, and  go  at  it  with  a  spirit,  go  at  it 
with  a  desire,  and  help  your  children  to 
improve  your  homes.  With  this  idea  in 
your  minds,  with  the  kingdom  of  God  fore- 
most and  always  there,  and  with  the  spirit 
of  the  Gospel,  the  spirit  of  prayer,  the 
spirit  of  study,  the  spirit  of  faith  will  sure- 
ly be  introduced  into  all  the  homes.  That 
is  the  keynote,  that  is  the  aim. 

May  God  help  us.  all  Sunday  School 
workers,  that  we  may  possess  the  Sunday 
School  spirit,  the  spirit  of  love  for  the  lit- 
tle ones,  love  for  each  other,  love  for  the 
organization,  love  for  the  Church,  love  for 
Him  in  whom  we  live  and  move  and  have 
our  being.  I  ask  this  blessing  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ.     Amen. 

The  congregation  then  sang  (page  176  of 
the  Sunday  School  book)  "The  Songs  of 
Zion." 

PRESIDENT    SMITH. 

We  will  now  be  favored  with  short 
talks  on  the  Relationship  of  the  Stake  Presi- 
dency to  the  Sunday  Schools,  and  the  In- 
fluence of  Sunday  Schools  on  Stake  Work. 

ELDER  STEPHEN  L.  CHIPMAN,  PRESIDENT  OF 
THE  ALPINE  STAKE  OF  ZION. 

My  beloved  brethren'! and  sisters,  we  have 


in  our  stake  of  Zion  fifteen  Sabbath 
Schools  organized;  and  the  Presidency  of 
the  stake  look  upon  those  schools  with  a 
great  deal  of  attention.  We  feel  that  we 
should  be  in  close  touch  with  the  stake  or- 
ganization of  the  Sunday  School,  and 
know  something  regarding  every  Sunday 
School  in  our  stake.  As  to  the  Presiden- 
cy of  the  stake,  we  meet  every  week.  We 
have  home  missionaries  who  make  their 
monthly  visits,  and  we  expect  them  to 
visit  the  Sunday  Schools  throughout  the 
stake.  We  furnish  each  pair  of  mission- 
aries with  a  blank  report,  asking  them  cer- 
tain questions  concerning  the  condition  of 
the  Sabbath  School  'that  they  visit.  We 
have  a  book  into  which  we  copy  our  re- 
ports after  they  have  been  carefully  gone 
over,  and  we  compare  the  reports  received 
from  every  pair  of  missionaries  who  visit 
these  schools  to  find  out  their  condition. 
There  are  certain  blank  lines  left  for  re- 
marks and  suggestions,  and  where  we  find 
one  pair  of  missionaries  making  sugges- 
tions regarding  a  certain  school,  we  note 
with  interest  the  report  of  the  missionaries 
the  next  month,  what  they  have  to  say  in 
regard  to  that  condition;  and  if  it  is  seri- 
ous, we  at  once  report  it  to  the  stake  su- 
perintendency  of  Sunday  Schools.  As  to 
the  presidency,  we  also  visit  the  school  to 
find  out  later  if  that  error  or  that  condi- 
tion has  been  remedied.  I  have  in  my 
pocket  a  blank  report  with  the  questions 
that  we  expect  the  home  missionaries  to 
report  on,  and  the  report  is  something  like 
this: 

Blank  date,  Presidency  of  the  Alpine 
Stake  of  Zion. 

Dear  Brethren:  According  to  appoint- 
ment, we  visited  the    ward  Sunday 

School (date).       Sunday    School 

commenced  at M.  Number  of  of- 
ficers and  teachers  enrolled,  ;  num- 
ber present,  ;  number  of  pupils  en- 
rolled,     ;    punctuality    of    teachers. 

;  punctuality  of  pupils ;  de- 
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portment,  system  and  interest,  and  then  a 
few  lines  left  for  suggestions  and  remarks, 
with  the  following  questions: — Is  the  or- 
ganization complete?  Are  the  officers  and 
teachers  united?  This  report  we  expect 
from  the  missionaries  every  time  they  go 
around,  and  they  are  recorded  in  a  book, 
and  by  that  means  w^e  keep  in  touch  with 
the  work  that  is  going  on  in  the  Sunday 
Schools  of  the  various  wards  in  our  stake; 
and  we  feel  that  we  are  to  the  Sunday 
School  work  what  the  Bishop  should  be  to 
his  ward,  a  watcher  over  the  people.  We 
feel  that  as  for  the  influence  of  the  Sunday 
School  upon  the  stake  work  that  we  do  not 
see  how  we  could  get  along  without  it.  We 
watch  carefully  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  our  boys  and  girls  in  the  Sunday 
School,  and  having  work  for  them,  they 
are  selected  from  time  to  time  to  occupy 
positions  in  the  stake  where  they  are 
needed. 

I  was  very  pleased  to  know  that  which 
was  said  by  Brother  McKay  in  regard  to 
the  parents'  classes,  and  we  feel  that 
this  will  help  us  wonderfully  in  our  stake 
work.  We  have  in  the  Alpine  stake  of 
Zion  eight  parents'  classes  organized  in 
the  fifteen  schools  in  the  stake,  and  they 
are  doing  an  excellent  work.  We  visit 
every  Sunday  School  in  the  stake,  and 
therefore  we  know  the  work  that  is  being 
accomplished  in  these  parents'  classes. 
The  principles  of  the  Gospel  are  being  pre- 
sented and  treated  by  the  diflferent  mem- 
bers of  the  class  until  it  is  not  an  uncom- 
mon thing  to  hear  our  brethren  and  sisters 
express  themselves,  as  Brother  McKay  has 
said,  that  they  thanked  God  for  the  organ- 
ization of  parents'  classes  in  the  Sunday 
School.  It  will  give  the  parents  more  in- 
terest; it  will  give  them  more  help  and  en- 
couragement. I  want  to  say  for  myself 
that  1  thank  (lod  fur  the  organization  of 
the  Sunday  Schools  and  for  the  kind  Sun- 
day School  tciichers  that  we  have.  I  re- 
ceived   much   of   my  early  training  in  the 


Sabbath  School,  and  it  has  been  of  great 
benefit  to  me,  and  was  especially  so  in  my 
early  life.  I  did  not  have  the  training  in 
the  principles  of  the  Gospel  that  some  of 
the  young  men  and  young  ladies  have  to- 
day. I  was  not  so  cared  for  and  trained 
that  I  was  even  blessed  when  I  was  a  baby, 
although  born  of  Mormon  parentage,  and 
was  not  baptized  until  I  was  fourteen  years 
of  age,  and  it  was  through  attending  the 
Sunday  School  that  I  sought  baptism  at 
the  hands  of  my  brethren. 

I  thank  the  Lord  for  this  work,  for 
this  help  in  Zion,  for  the  Sabbath  School, 
as  well  as  the  other  organizations  that 
have  been  instituted  for  the  training  of  the 
young  men  and  young  ladies  of  Zion.  I 
thank  God  for  the  Sunday  School  Union 
Board,  for  I  believe  thev  are  alive  in  the 
work,  preparing  the  lessons ,  getting  out  the 
guides,  and  arranging  things  so  well  for 
us.  I  thank  God  for  this  organization, 
and  I  thank  God  for  the  other  organiza- 
tions in  the  Church,  and  for  the  Gospel 
which  has  been  established, and  I  pray  that 
that  testimony  that  has  been  given  to  me  of 
the  worth  of  these  organizations,  of  the 
worth  of  the  Gospel  to  me  and  to  the  Latter- 
day  Saints, may  grow  in  my  heart  that  I  may 
continue  in  the  faith,  and  that  I  may  be 
blessed  abunda/itly  with  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord,  that  I  may  be  able  to  carry  off  every 
responsibility  and  requirement  of  the  Gos- 
pel, I  ask  in  the  name  of  Jesus  ('hrist. 
Amen. 

ELDER    .JOSEPH     R,.     SHEPHERD,    PRESIDENT 
OP  THE  HEAR  L.\KE  STAKE  OF  ZIOX. 

I  have  been  interested,  my  brethren  and 
sLsters,  in  the  ren)arks  that  have  been 
made  by  the  previous  .'<i)eak('r  upon  the 
subject  that  has  been  assigned  ti>  us.  1 
believe,  with  my  brother,  that  the  relation- 
ship should  be  a  very  close  one  between 
the  Stake  Presidency  and  the  Sunday 
School  organization-  Not  but  what  I  be- 
lieve that  every  organization  that  I  as  been 
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established  as  an  auxiliary  organization  in 
the  Church  is  as  important  in  its  sphere 
as  the  Sunday  School;  yet  by  reason  of 
the  great  number  that  is  included  within  the 
Sunday  School  organization,  there  is  a  cor- 
respondingly greater  interest  because  of  this 
large  number.  When  we  consider  that, 
on  an  average,  within  this  great  organiza- 
tion one-third  or  more  of  the  total  popu- 
lation of  the  stakes  is  enrolled,  then  we 
can  realize  the  importance  of  a  very  close 
relationship  existing  between  the  Stake 
Presidency  and  the  Sunday  Schools;  for  if 
this  one-third  of  the  population  of  a  stake 
are  performing  their  duty,  a  very  great  re- 
sponsibility is  taken  from  the  shoulders  of 
the  Stake  Presidency.  As  you  are  aware, 
the  Stake  Presidency  is  responsible  to  the 
Presidency  of  the  Church  for  the  conduct  of 
the  members  of  the  stake  as  a  whole;  they 
are  responsible  for  the  proper  government 
of  the  Church  within  the  stake;  they  are 
responsible  for  the  teachings  that  are  given 
within  the  stake.  And  inasmuch  as  this 
organization  of  the  Sunday  School  includes 
that  part  of  the  population  of  the  Latter- 
day  Saints  whose  minds  are  plastic  and 
very  impressionable,  how  very  important  it 
is  that  this  organization  shall  be  as  perfect 
as  it  can  be  in  its  teachings,  and  how  care- 
ful the  officers  of  the  Sunday  School 
should  be  that  the  principles  of  the  Gospel 
are  being  taught  in  their  purity  to  these 
young  minds.  It  is  my  opinion  that,  as  a 
rule,  changes  are  not  made  very  often  in 
the  minds  of  people  after  they  have  arrived 
at  the  age  of  from  twenty  five  to  thirty 
years.  Therefore  how  necessary  it  is  that 
the  Stake  Presidency  should  see  that  this 
organization  has  within  itself  the  spirit  of 
the  Gospel. 

My  brethren  and  sisters,  there  is  a  sub- 
ject in  connection  with  this  that  I  would 
like  to  touch  upon  briefly,  and  it  is  this, 
that  we  should  not  forget  that  the  under- 
lying principle  that  should  be  taught  is, 
faith  in  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  rev- 


erence and  love  for  the  organizations 
which  God  has  established;  and  if  this  is 
properly  attended  to  we  shall  not  hear 
reports,  as  I  have  heard  sometimes,  that 
we  are  able  to  get  the  young  men  to  labor 
as  teachers  and  officers  in  the  Sunday 
School,  we  are  able  to  get  them  to  act  as 
class  teachers  in  the  young  men's  associa- 
tions, but  it  is  difficult  to  get  them  to  en- 
gage as  deacons,  teachers  and  priests. 
After  all  said  and  done,  the  Sunday  School 
is  an  auxiliary  organization.  It  is  an  or- 
ganization that  has  been  established  for 
the  purpose  of  assisting  the  priesthood  in 
teaching  correct  principles  and  the  establish- 
ing faith  in  the  minds  of  the  young.  And 
if  in  all  of  the  work  that  is  being  done,  we 
fail  to  convert  the  young  men  to  the  neces- 
sity of  attending  to  their  sacrament  meet- 
ings, their  meetings  as  deacons  and  as 
teachers,  I  fear  that  we  have  failed,  and 
that  we  have  not  accomplished  that  for 
which  this  organization  was  intended; 
theref  )re  I  say,  that  inasmuch  as  the  Stake 
Presidency  is  interested  in  the  whole  stake 
and  interested  in  the  establishment  of  faith 
in  the  Gospel  and  devotion  to  the  work  of 
God  in  all  its  branches,  therefore  it  is  nec- 
essary that  they  see  to  it  that  this  spirit 
prevails  in  the  Sanday  Schools,  where  the 
young  minds  are  being  formed,  where  the 
founditions  of  the  future  lives  of  our  bish- 
ops, our  high  councilors,  and  our  other  of- 
ficers are  laid. 

We  are  interested  in  our  stake  in  the 
Sunday  School.  We  have  a  fine  organiza- 
tion, and  it  has  often  been  stated  that 
there  seems  to  be  less  difficulty  in  getting 
our  people  to  labor  in  the  Sunday  School 
than  in  any  other  organization;  and  I  be- 
lieve that  our  Sunday  Schools  are  doing  as 
v.'ell  as  they  are  in  other  stakes.  But  we 
have  found  that  this  spirit  exists,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  that  their  whole  energy  seems 
to  lie  simply  in  working  in  the  Sunday 
Schools.  And  while  we  are  proud  of  the 
Sunday  School  and  while  we    realize    that 
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they  are  one  of  the  most  important  organ- 
izations that  we  have  to  assist  us  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord,  yet  we  feel  that  we  want 
to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  Sunday 
School  superintendents  and  the  teachers 
the  importance  of  inspiring  the  young  peo- 
ple within  that  organization  with  the  nec- 
essity of  attending  to  their  duties  as 
Latter-day  Saints,  not  only  as  teachers  and 
officers  in  the  Sunday  School,  but  with 
their  duties  generally  as  members  of  the 
ward  and  of  the  Church.  And  if  this  is 
generally  done  what  a  great  help  it  will  be 
to  the  work  of  the  priesthood  within  that 


stake,  and  what  a  help  and  a  strength  that 
will  be  to  the  Church  as  a  whole. 

My  brethren  and  sisters,  let  us  try  and 
get  imbued  with  the  broad  spirit  of  the 
work.  Let  us  understand  that  it  is  our 
duty  to  work  for  the  bringing  about  of 
the  purposes  of  Almighty  God,  and  for  the 
fitting  and  preparing  ourselves  to  minister 
in  the  priesthood,  which  is  above  all;  and 
that  the  Lord  will  bless  us  to  this  end,  I 
ask  in  the  name  of  Jesus.     Amen, 

Singing  by  the  congregation,  "My  Sab- 
bath Home." 

(to  be  continued.) 
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Rambling  over  the  Downs  in  late  sum- 
mer or  autumn  you  may  often  see  the 
short,  smooth  turf  veiled  with  a  soft,  mov- 
ing mist.  It  is  the  down  loosened  from 
the  ripened  heads  of  the  little  dwarf  plume 
thistle  floating  about  in  the  breeze.  So  it 
sails  along,  hither  and  thither,  until  it  finds 
a  resting  place  where  it  may  grow  and  re- 
produce its  kind.  Sitting  in  this  garden, 
again,  which  here  slopes  down  to  the  wil- 
low-fringed river,  the  south  wind  wafts  to- 
wards you  the  soft,  white  down  of  the 
willow's  ripened  seeds.  Thus  making  the 
wind  their  traveling  car,  many  plants  trav- 
el round  the  globe.  The  seeds  of  the 
locust  tree  have  l)een  carried  from  Africa 
to  Italy. 

On  April  2A,  isyT,  a  thunderstorm  passed 
■over  the  latter  country.  Mingled  with  the 
rain  there  came  the  sand  of  the  African 
desert  and  the  seeds  of  the  locust  tree. 
The  familiar  dandelion  is  one  of  the  great- 
est wind  travelers.  Each  seed,  surmount- 
ed by  a  little  delicate  parachute,  is  admir- 
ably adapted  for  an  aerial  voyage.  Cross- 
ing rivers,  seas  and  mountain  ranges,  it 
has  traversed  the  wide  world.  With  the 
adve  iturous  Peary  it  has  entered  the  Arc- 


tic regions,  and  with  the  sailor  it  has 
crossed  the  line,  appearing  in  both  north- 
ern and  southern  hemispheres.  The  Rose 
of  Jericho  utilizes  the  wind  in  a  peculiar 
way  in  seeking  ''fresh  woods  and  pastures 
new"  for  its  offspring.  It  is  an  annual, 
growing  in  dry,  sandy  places,  and  as  its 
seeds  ripen  the  leaves  wither,  and  the 
branches  dry  up  and  curl  inward.  A  ball 
is  thus  formed,  inside  of  which  are  the 
seedpods.  This  is  ?oon  loosened  from  the 
sandy  soil  and  becomes  the  playtliing  of 
the  wind.  In  the  deserts  of  Syria  and 
Egypt  many  of  these  balls  may  be  seen 
drifting  about.  When  the  rain  comes  they 
uncoil  and  the  seeds  may  germinate.  The 
"Wind  Witch"  of  the  Russian  steppes  is  a 
plant  which  travels  in  a  similar  way.  This  is 
a  sort  of  thistle,  which  after  Howeriug,  curls 
up  into  a  ball.  Then  the  stem  rots  off, 
and  the  plant  starts  off  on  the  wings  of  the 
wind.  There  they  go,  careering  over  the 
plains,  outstripping  the  swiftest  horseman. 
Now  they  rise  suddenly  into  the  air,  hop- 
ping and  dancing  along  in  erratic  and  fan- 
tastic courses.  Sometimes  two  hook  onto 
each  other  and  go  spinning  olT  together.  ,\ 
dozen  more  join   them,  and  the  mass  rolls 
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lightly  along  before  the  brisk   east   wind 
Some  day,  at  the  gentle   invitation  of  the 
rain,  thev  will  uncoil  and  the  seeds  grow. 
As  you  wander  by  the   clumps  of  furze 
and  broom   in    August    and    September    a 
little,    sharp    crack!    crack!    resounds    on 
every  side.       It  is  ttie  bursting  open  of  the 
seedpods  and  the   scattering  of  the  seeds. 
Each  pod,  in  fact,   is  a  little  gun,  and  the 
seeds  are  the  bullets.      The   contraction  of 
the  pods  by  drying  is  the  firing  of  the  gun. 
The  outside  of  each  division   of   the  pod 
contracts  and  tends  to   curl    outward.     In 
time  this  force  overcomes  that  which  keeps 
the  divisions  of  the  pod  together,  and  they 
spring  apart.     The  seeds  are  thus  shot  out. 
In  some  plants  there  are  special  provisions 
for  getting  the  seed  into  a  suitable  place. 
The  mangrove  is  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing   of    these.      It    grows    in    salt    water 
swamps  and  shallow   sea    water,    and    the 
young  plants  require  to   be  rooted  in  the 
mud.      If  the  seeds  simply  fell  and  floated 
on  the  water  they  might  be  carried  out  to 
sea  and  perish.     To    meet   this  difficulty 
the  seed  begins  to  grow  while  still  on  the 
tree.     It  sends  out  its  embryo  roots  in  the 
form   of   a  thick,  solid  spike,  eight  or  ten 
inches  long,  and  pointing  vertically  down- 
ward.    When  the  seed  falls  its  weight  car- 
ries it  to  the  bottom  of  the  shallow  water, 
and   the    spike    is   driven  firmly   into  the 
mud.      The  young  plant  has  set  itself  and 
has  simply  to  go  on  growing.      Two  inter- 
esting examples  occur  in  the  British  flora. 
The  pretty  litLle  ivy  leaved  toadflax,  which 
grows  on  old  walls,  wants  to  lodge  its  seeds 
in  the  hollows  and  cavities  of  the  mortar. 
But  it  must  needs  keep   its  flowers  on  the 
outside,    to    bask    in    the     sunshine    and 
spread  a  banquet  for  the  bee.     So,  as  soon 
as   the  flowers   give  place   to   seeds,    the 
flower  stalks  turn  right  back  and  carry  the 
seedpods  inside,  so  that    they    may    shed 
their  seeds  into  the  wall. 

The  mangrove  is  not  the   only    plant  in 


which    the    problem  of  dispersal  is  solved 
by  the  seeds  beginning  to  grow  on  the  par- 
ent   tree.       In   East  Africa  there  is  a  tree 
known    as  the   Nyika,  the  seeds  of  which 
germinate  on  the  parent  plant.     Here  it  is 
the  seed  leaves  which  grow  first  instead  of 
the  root.     These  form  a  sort  of  parachute, 
by  means  of  which  the   young   plants    are 
wafted  through  the  air  to  suitable    spots. 
Some    plants  prefer  to   do  their    traveling 
by  sea.      If  they  are  good  sailors,  that  is, 
if  they  can  float  and  stand  long  immersion 
in  salt  water,  this  is    a  very  effective  way 
of  reaching  the  ends  of  the  earth.       Thus 
the    seeds  of    a   West    Indian   plant  have 
been    picked    up   in  the  Hebrides,  having 
traveled  there  on  the  Gulf  Stream.     They 
have  even    been    picked   up    on  the  bleak 
shores  of  Spitzbergen.     In  these  cases  the 
locality  has  proved  unfavorable,  but  they 
show   how   far  plants  may  travel  in    this 
way.     Cocoanut  palms  fringe  the  shores  in 
tropical    regions.       Blown  from    the  trees 
the    cocoanuts  float   about   in  the  waters. 
And  when,  through  the  labors  of  the  coral' 
polype,  or  the  exertions  of  the  submarine 
volcano,    a   new  island  rises  in  the  ocean, 
then,   sooner   or   later,   one  of  these  ocean 
waifs  lands  on  its  shores.      It  takes  root 
and  grows,  is  joined  by  others  and  present- 
ly  the    new    land   has   its  fringe   of  palm 
trees.     The    great    double    cocoanut,     the- 
Coco-de-Mer,  was  known  as  an  ocean  trav- 
eler long  before  the  discovery  of  its  native 
land  among  the  S^iychelles.     Stranded  on 
bleaker   northern    lands,    these    travelers 
from  the  tropics  have  not  lost  their  powers 
of  germinating.      The  "sea-bean,"  a  waif 
from  the  West  Indies,  often  cast  on  British 
shores  by  the  Gulf  Stream,  has  been  raised 
in  Kew  Gardens  from  seeds  picked  up  on 
the  Azores.     Linnaeus,  the  Swedish  botan- 
ist, again,  knew  of  cases  where  plants  had 
been  reared  from  seeds  of  tropical   plants- 
cast  ashore  on  his  own  northern  land. 

London   Standard. 
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XLII. 

The  King  shall  soon  in  clouds  descend, 
With  all  the  heavenly  hosts  ahove; 
The  dead  shall  rise  and  hail  their  friends, 
And  always  dwell  with  those  they  love. 

P.  P.  Pratt. 

A  Baby's  Funeral  at  Sea— Carl  makes  a  Bold 
Confession. — He  and  Nannie  are  Made  Very 
Happy. 

Nannie  stifled  the  sobs  which  welled  up 
irom  her  heart,  and  reiching  out  her  arms, 
aaid  bravely,  in  a  whisper,  "Put  the  dear 
little  lamb  here  on  my  lap,  Carl,  and  bring 
Dr.  Highland  quickly.  It  may  be  that  he 
can  do  something  to  restore  life." 

"That  is  right,  Nannie,"  said  Carl,  and 
he  hastened  to  carry  out  her  suggestion. 

It  seemed  strange  that  the  mother  of 
little  .Jesse  could  be  so  utterly  tired  out 
that  when  she  had  fallen  asleep  she  slept 
so  soundly  that  all  the  stir  and  whispering 
about  her  should  not  awaken  her,  but  it 
was  so. 

Dr.  Highland  came  and  made  a  quick 
but  thorough  examination  of  the  little 
body,  and  found  that  it  had  actually  been 
lifeless  for  some  time. 

When  told  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  child's  illness,  so  far  as  Carl  and 
Nannie  understood  them,  the  doctor  said 
that  the  long  continued  strain  of  grief  from 
the  loss  of  the  father,  had  received  such 
sudden  reaction  with  the  joy  of  finding 
that  father  again,  as  the  baby  thought, 
that  the  shock  had  snapped  the  tiny  thread 
of  life  which  remained,  and  caused  almost 
instant  death. 


"There  is  )ne  great  comfort  in  it,"  the 
good  doctor  continued.  "The  little  boy's 
death  has  been  a  very  happy  one." 

And  the  child's  face  showed  this  to  be 
true;  the  joyous  smile  of  perfect  satis- 
faction which  had  come  to  it  when  Carl 
first  took  him  in  his  arms,  still  lighted  it 
as  with  a  supernatural  halo,  which  all 
could  see. 

"Let  the  mother  sleep  on  as  long  as  she 
can,''  the  doctor  said.  "She  will  need  all 
the  strength  she  can  gain  from  the  rest  she 
is  taking." 

But  in  a  little  while,  Bessie  discovered 
that  something  unusual  was  going  on,  and 
soon  found  out  what  it  was.  Then  she 
ran  to  her  mother  with  a  wild  cry  of  grief 
and  alarm. 

"Oh  mama,  mama!  Oh  Jesse,  Jesse! 
Bring  Jesse  to  mama  quick,  quick!"  the 
little  girl  cried  out  excitedly. 

Mrs.  Hesse  awoke  suddenly,  and  with  a 
low  cry  clasped  her  little  daughter  in  her 
arms. 

"What  is  it,  darling?"  she  asked. 

"It's  Jesse, mama,  Jesse — Jesse  is  dead! 
The  lady  has  him,  tell  her  to  give  him  to 
you!" 

Mrs.  Mathews  had  the  lifeless  form  of 
baby  Jesse  in  charge,  and  with  reverential 
sympathy  she  carefully  removed  it  from 
her  own  to  the  mother's  lap.  Mrs.  Hesse 
silently  watched  her  dead  baby,  weeping 
quietly  for  a  few  moments.  With  botli 
herself  and  Bessie,  grief  was,  in  a  great 
measure,  turned  to  astonishment  when  the 
bright,  happy  face  of  little  Jesse  was  first 
seen. 
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"See,  mama,"  cried  Bessie,  "See  Jesse 
laugh,  as  he  used  to  in  his  sleep!" 

Nothing  that  could  be  said  or  done  to 
comfort  and  help  the  bereaved  mother  and 
little  sister  was  omitted:  everyone  was 
anxious  to  do  something  to  assist. 

The  doctor  and  Mr.  Mathews  consulted 
with  the  captain  of  the  ship,  to  learn  if  by 
some  means  the  child's  body  might  not  be 
preserved  and  taken  to  land  for  burial. 
But  there  was  a  law  which  j  revented  this 
being  done,  and  nc  way  to  escape  the  sad 
rite  of  putting  the  little  lifeless  body  into 
the  great,  wide,  deep  ocean. 

The  thought  of  such  a  burial  was  very 
hard  for  the  mother,  but  Teddy  and  Maud 
helped  to  lighten  this  portion  of  her  bur- 
den by  some  sweetly  appropriate  singing, 
which  Maud  accompanied  with  the  guitar. 
They  first  sang  an  infant's  funeral  song, 
entitled, 

KATHEK    WANTS   THE    BABY. 

Father  wants  the  darling  baby, 

In  his  home  above; 
Angels  bright  are  sent  to  bear  him 

In  their  arms  of  love. 

Chorus: 

Hush — breathe  softly!   Hush — and  gently 

Let  the  darling  go! 
Father  wants  his  sweet,  glad  presence — 

Shall  we  murmur?     No! 

Father's  loving  face  is  beaming. 

Baby  knows  his  smile; 
As  he  knew  it  ere  thev  parted 

For  a  little  while. 

We  shall  miss  our  baby  darling, 

More  than  tongue  can  tell; 
And  our  hearts  are  crushed — but  Father 
Doeth  all  things  well. 

Dr.  Highland  had  found  a  young  minis- 
ter of  the  gospel  on  the  ship,  and  he  be- 
came interested  in  baby  Jesse's  funeral, 
and  was  willing  to  offer  praj'er  and  preach 
a  short  sermon.  He  prayed  tenderly  for 
the  bereaved  mother  and  little  sister,  in  a 
way  that  was  very  comforting.     Then  he 


opened  a  book  and  read  a  portion  of  scrip- 
ture where  the  Lord  has  said: 

"And  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  those 
that  die  in  me,  shall  not  taste  of  death, 
for  it  shall  be  sweet  unto  them." 

The  young  man  called  attention  to  the 
happy,  smiling  face  of  little  Jesse,  and 
said  it  showed  that  there  had  been  no  pain 
or  bitterness  in  his  death. 

Again  he  read, 

"Listen  to  the  words  of  Christ,  your  Re- 
deemer, your  Lord  and  your  God.  Behold, 
I  came  into  the  world  not  to  call  the- 
righteous  but  sinners  to  repentance:  the 
whole  need  no  physician,  but  they  that  are 
sick;  therefore  little  children  are  whole, 
for  they  are  not  capable  of  committing  sin; 
wherefore  the  curse  of  Adam  is  taken  from 
them  in  me,  that  it  hath  no  power  over 
them.     *     *     •     Little  children  need  no 


repentance. 


*     * 


Little  children  are 


alive  in  Christ,  even  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world.  *  *  *  Behold,  the 
bands  of  death  shall  be  broken,  and  the 
Son  reigneth,  and  hath  power  over  the 
dead;  therefore,  He  bringeth  to  pass  the 
resurrection  of  the  dead.  *  *  *  s^^^ 
little  children  also  have  eternal  life.  *  * 
And  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall  see  the 
salvation  of  our  God." 

The  missionary  explained  these  passa- 
ges of  scripture,  and  told  how  the  mother 
of  little  Jesse  would  surely  have  him  again 
in  the  heavenly  home  which  the  Savior 
would  have  prepared  for  them.  It  was- 
perfectly  reasonable  to  think  that  the  little 
one's  own  father  had  been  permitted  to 
come  and  conduct  the  spirit  of  his  child 
to  its  new  home;  and  the  joy  which  shone- 
on  the  little  face  was  real,  was  from  the 
reality  of  actually  meeting  his  departed" 
father. 

When  the  missionary  closed  his  remarks,. 
Teddy  and  Maud  sang, 

A    DIRGE. 

Sound  the  tender  notes  again, 
Which  have  calmed  the  spirits  oft. 
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of  earth's  toil  and  care-worn  men- 
Breathe  the  accents  low  and  soft. 

Sing,  and  from  all  pain  beguiled, 

Let  the  weary  sleeper  rest, 
Like  a  tired  little  child. 

Lulled  u|)on  its  mother's  breast. 

Though  the  ocean's  briny  wave, 
Or  earth's  mold  death's  shelter  give, 

.Jesus  died  the  world  to  save. 
All  shall  rise  again,  and  live. 

Tell  how  from  the  stony  cave, 

.Jesus,  resurrected,  'rose; 
Sing  His  vict'ry  o'er  the  grave — 

Leave  the  dead  in  safe  repose. 

Dr.  Highland  and  Mrs.  Mathews  each 
held  one  of  Mrs.  Hesse's  hands,  while  the 
sailors  who  were  appointed  for  the  work, 
gently  dropped  the  little  dead  body  into 
the  ocean. 

It  was  over,  and  everyone  tried  for  the 
rest  of  the  voyage,  to  think  of  some  way 
of  cheering  the  sorrowful  mother  and  sis- 
ter of  little  Jesse. 

A  few  days  before  they  reached  England, 
Mr.  Mathews  found  Carl  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, alone  on  deck. 

"Yon  haven't  seemed  quite  like  yourself 
lately,  Carl,"  he  remarked.  "Does  it  make 
you  gloomy  to  think  of  reaching  your  na- 
tive land?" 

"It  isn't  that  which  I  think  most  about, 
or  that  makes  me  more  serious  than 
usual,"  replied  Carl.  "I  have  thought  to 
tell  you  how  I  feel,  and  may  as  well  do  it 
now.  I  did  a  very  foolish,  wrong  thing, 
when,  through  the  persuasion  of  you  all,  I 
consented  to  take  this  trip  with  you.  I 
should  have  gone  home  to  my  own  busi- 
ness and  left  you  folks  to  yours." 

"Why  that  would  have  spoiled  the  whole 
thing,  Carl!  None  of  us  would  have  had 
any  sort  of  a  good  time  without  you,"  said 
Mr.  Mathews.  "Will  you  tell  mo  what  it 
is  that  makes  you  feel  that  way?" 

"Yes,  sir,  /  must  tell  you.  That's  where 
the   trouble   lies,"    Carl    answered.      "If   I 


was  where  I  could  get  away  from  it,  I 
would  try  to  save  you  the  worry  and  pain 
which  now  I  cannot  avoid  bringing  upon 
you.  But  as  it  is,  I  must  stay  with  it,  and 
I  don't  know  what  we  shall  have  to  do 
about  it.  The  plain  truth  is,  Mr.  Mathews, 
I  am  in  lort'  with  your  daughter  Nannie. 
In  the  first  of  our  acquaintance  I  regarded 
her  as  a  sweet,  lovely,  innocent  child,  the 
sweetest  and  loveliest  I  had  ever  met.  But 
of  late  I  have  come  to  realize  that  she  is 
my  very  ideal  of  perfect  womanhood,  and 
as  such  I  love  her  most  ardently.  I  could 
bear  it,  and  live  it  down  some  way,  hard 
as  it  might  be  for  me,  but  for  the  fact  that 
I  have  discovered  it  must  hurt  Nannie  too, 
for  she  is  also  in  love  with  me.  Now,  ]Mr. 
Mathews,  you  need  have  no  fear  that  we 
will  ever  do  as  Ted  and  Maud  did.  We 
never  will.  But  I  see  no  way  out  of  our 
troubles." 

'Troubles!"  said  Mr.  Mathews,  in  a  tone 
of  surprise.  "Do  you  call  it  trouble,  Carl, 
to  be  rapturously  in  love  with  one  of  the  best 
girls  in  the  world,  and  to  have  her  return 
that  love?" 

"Under  the  present  circumstances,  I  call 
it  a  calamity,  "  said  Carl.  "How  could  I 
bear  to  cause  you  and  your  wife  such  pain 
and  sorrow  as  Ted  did?" 

"There,  there!  Carl,  don't  compare  your- 
self with  Ted,' said  Mr.  Mathews.  "I  like 
him  better  than  I  did,  and  am  growing  to 
feel  all  right  towards  him.  But  with  you, 
it  is  entirely  different.  I  have  known  all 
along  that  you  and  Nannie  were  in  love 
with  each  other,  and  so  has  her  mother. 
And  we  should  regard  it  as  a  calamity 
now,  if  anything  should  occur  to  prevent 
your  marryine  soon." 

"Mr.  Mathews!"  exclaimed  Carl,  fairly 
choking  with  joy,  "I  never  can  thank  you 
enough.  1  thought  you  would  feel  thesatne 
toward  inc  that  you  did  Imvard  Teddy. 
iUit  we  learn  lessons  as  we  live,  don't  we? 
May  T  tell   Naimie  today  and  let  her  share 
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"Tell  her?  Yes!"  said  Mr.  Mathews, 
"as  soon  as  possible,  and  be  as  happy  as 
ever  you  can." 

(to  be  continued.) 


MY  MOTHER'S  TESTIMONY. 

Given  with  the    hope  that   it    may  be  a    help    to 
others  as  it  has  been  to  me. 

I  HAVE  in  time  past  wondered  if  I  could 
say,  "I  know  -Joseph  Smith  was  a  true 
prophet."  Did  he  see  our  Father  in  heaven 
and  His  Son  Jesus?  Did  Joseph  have  an 
interview  with  our  Savior?  and  was  he 
His  servant  Joseph  to  establish  the  true 
Gospel?  This  I  firmly  believed,  but  how 
could  I  know  it?  for  I  had  never  had  the 
manifestations  that  I  heard  my  dear 
mother  and  many  others  tell  of  having. 
So,  I  thought,  "Maybe  I  shall  have  a 
testimony  if  I  pray  for  it."  But  when  I 
attempted  it,  I  really  felt  that  I  was  asking 
my  Heavenly  Father  for  something  I  al- 
ready had,  for  I  never  doubted  the  truth 
of  the  Gospel.  Truth  and  reason  revealed 
the  light  to  my  understanding,  and  now  I 
am  positive  that  Joseph  Smith  was  all 
that  he  claimed  to  be,  and  I  accept  all  his 
inspired  teachings. 

My  parents  received  the  Gospel  in  the 
year  1848.  My  father  had  never  joined  or 
shown  any  interest  in  any  denomination, 
but  when  he  heard  a  Mormon  Elder  ex- 
plain the  Gospel  he  very  readily  received 
it.  My  mother  had  been  raised  in  the 
Church  of  England,  her  mother  being  of 
that  faith.  Her  father  paid  no  attention 
to  religion,  even  on  his  death  bed  the  min- 
ister could  not  persuade  him  to  acknowl- 
edge Christ,  so  according  to  their  teachings 
there  was  no  salvation  for  him,  which 
caused  mother  to  fee}  very  bad,  for  he  was 
a  kind  father  and  she  dearly  loved  him. 
Just  previous  to  an  Elder  calling  at  our 
home  my  mother  dreamed  that  she  saw 
her  father  and  asked  him  if  Jesus  Christ 


had  saved  his  soul,  and  with  a  smile  he 
said,  "Not  yet;  but  He  will."  Mother 
awoke  with  joy,  feeling  sure  that  in  some 
way  her  dear  father  would  be  saved.  The 
Elder  who  called  explained  the  broad  plan 
of  salvation  being  taught  to  those  in  the 
spirit  world  who  never  learned  it  in  the  flesh, 
showing  how  ordinances  could  be  received 
for  them  by  the  living.  Mother  under- 
stood, then,  the  meaning  of  her  dream  and 
felt  sure  that  the  Lord  was  in  it  all. 
So  both  she  and  father,  with  my  two  elder 
brothers  and  two  sisters  were  soon  bap- 
tized. I  had  just  turned  six  and  my 
youngest  brother  was  a  baby.  My  father's 
health  had  been  poor  for  many  years,  and 
he  had  been  blind  for  five  years,  when 
they  joined  the  Church. 

There  were  many  responsibilities  on 
mother  to  look  after  their  hotel  business, 
as  well  as  her  family.  In  preparation  to 
emigrate  in  the  spring  of  1853,  they  sent 
money  to  Liverpool  headquarters.  This 
was  to  pay  our  passage  across  the  ocean, 
also  to  buy  four  yoke  of  oxen,  two  wagons 
and  two  cows,  ready  for  us  to  use  in  cross- 
ing the  plains.  We  were  just  about  to  sell 
our  household  goods,  when  the  revelation 
on  polygamy  was  made  known  to  the 
Saints  in  our  branch.  I  do  not  know  just 
how  my  father  felt  concerning  it,  for  he 
died  before  I  was  old  enough  for  him  to 
talk  with  me  about  it.  My  mother,  who 
lived  to  be  eighty- two  years  old,  often  told 
me  about  the  first  experience  which  proved 
to  her  the  truth  of  the  Gospel  that  she  had 
received. 

Now,  she  was  astonished  and  much  per- 
plexed about  polygamy.  She  prayed 
earnestly  that  the  Lord  would  give  her  a 
knowledge  of  her  duty  that  she  might  not 
l*iave  so  much  that  was  dear  to  her,  for 
the  Gospel's  sake,  unless  it  would  bring 
salvation.  For  it  was  her  greatest  desire 
to  raise  her  children  in  the  ways  of  the 
Lord,  and  not  in  sin.  With  this  anxiety 
and  a  prayerful  heart,   she   one    night  fell 
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asleep.  She  dreamed  of  the  sun  setting 
most  beautifully  in  the  west,  and  as  she 
was  looking,  she  saw  the  face  (as  she  was 
given  to  understand)  of  our  Savior  Jesus 
Cnrist.  Then  she  saw  a  covered  wagon 
between  her  and  the  west.  She  awoke 
with  the  conviction  that  she  must  go  to 
the  west  with  the  covered  wagon  if  she  de- 
sired to  be  with  the  Savior.  Her  mind 
was  at  rest  and  they  cheerfully  went  on 
with  their  preparations,  and  in  a  few  weeks 
they  were  on  their  way  to  Utah.  Our  dear 
father  was  sick  all  the  way  across  the 
plains,  and  died  one  week  before  we 
entered  Salt  Lake  valley,  which  was  in  Oc- 
tober, 1853.  Mother  was  left  a  widow  with 
her  seven  children,  the  youngest  two  years 
old,  the  oldest  nearly  sixteen.  In  all  fu- 
ture trials  she  maintained  her  integrity 
and  thanked  the  Lord  for  the  blessings  of 
the  Gospel,  with  the  rest,  the  great  privil- 
ege of  doing  a  vicarious  W'Ork  for  her  dead. 

Now  I  am  thankful  for  the  strong  con- 
viction that  I  have  of  the  true  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  being  revealed  to  the  boy 
Joseph  Smith,  who  became  the  Prophet, 
Seer,  and  Revelator  of  this  the  last  dispen- 
sation. I  feel  justified  in  saying  I  know  it 
is  true,  Just  as  surely  as  I  know  that  my 
mother  was  my  own  mother.  I  would  be 
just  as  unreasonable  if  I  should  doubt  one 
as  the  other. 

I  know  that  I  have  been  backward  in 
testifying  to  the  divinity  of  Joseph  Smith's 
mission  and  the  truthfulness  of  the  Gospel 
that  was  revealed  to  him.  I  hope  the 
Lord  will  help  us  all  to  do  better,  for  as  we 
live  we  can  improve,  and  I  know  if  we  do 
our  best  the  I>ord  will  help  us. 

E.   0.  Decker. 


She  wore  a  yellow  bonnet, 

And  a  lovely  purple  gown, 
With  a  dash  of  black  upon  it, 

And  a  tint  of  golden  brown. 

The  music  was  perfection — 

The  Blue-bells  led  the  band, 
While  the  Pansies  nodded  gaily 

To  the  flowers  on  every  hand; 
The  Daffodil  and  Jonquil, 

And  Miss  Primrose  by  the  wall. 
Each  bowed  a  stately  welcome    , 

To  each  other  at  the  ball. 

The  Butter-cups  sat  smiling 

At  the  Daisies,  sweet  and  fair, 
The  Lilies  of  the  Valley 

Seemed  without  a  sign  of  care; 
And  the  Violets  lent  s\Yeet  fragrance 

To  the  air  'til  dawn  of  day. 
When  the  breezes  murmured  gently — 

"Morn  is  breaking,  haste  away!" 

Then  there  came  a  gentle  tinkle 

From  the  Hyacinth's, sweet  bell. 
And  a  murmur  from  the  Crocus 

Fainter  far  than  tongue  can  tell, 
As  she  shook  her  dainty  flounces 

And  smoothed  them  out  so  straight. 
She  must  be  at  home  by  sunrise — 

She  had  never  yet  been  late. 

The  Honeysuckle  whispered 

A  tale  of  love  so  true, 
To  Forget-me-not  so  pretty 

In  her  gown  of  softest  blue; 
And  the  Tulips,  red  and  yellow. 

Hung  their  heads  with  modest  start. 
As  they  heard  a  tale  of  sadness. 

Told  by  Mistress  Bleeding-heart. 

The  musicians  ceased  their  music, 

And  the  morning  breezes  blew 
Every  candle  out  at  day-break, 

And  no  one  but  Robin  knew — 
How  the  flowers,  now  so  sleepy. 

Gained  their  dainty  little  beds. 
And  why  the  Pansies  nodded. 

While  the  Daisies  bowed  their  heads. 
Anyiie  Malin. 


MISS   PANSY'S  PARTY. 

Miss  Pansy  gave  a  party 

For  all  the  early  flowers. 
The  dance  floor  was  the  mossy  green 

Of  one  of  Flora's  bowers; 


LETTER-BOX. 

Papa  a  Contractor. 

BoviNA,  Texas. 
W'c  like  the  Jt'VENibK  and  the    letters. 
1  am    learning   to    read    the   letters  and  I 
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thought  I  would  write  one.  My  papa  is  a 
contractor.  For  more  than  a  year  he  took 
charge  of  the  reservuir  in  New  Mexico  that 
the  government  built,  but  it  is  finished  now. 
It  is  to  store  the  water  of  the  Hondo 
river,  which  will  water  thousands  of  acres 
of  dry  land.  Papa  now  has  a  contract  to 
build  fifteen  miles  of  railroad  for  the 
Santa  Fe.  Our  home  is  in  Utah,  but  we 
go  with  papa  where  his  work  is. 

Last  year  we  went  on  a  visit  to  Old  Mex- 
ico. I  saw  many  Mexicans,  and  their 
fiat,  dirt-roofed  houses.  I  went  to  school 
three  months  there.  Mama  helps  me 
study;  there  is  no  school  here.  I  shall  be 
eight  years  old  on  the  4th  of  December.  I 
like  the  story  in  the  Juvenile  about  Carl 
.so  well  that  we  named  our  baby  brother 
Carl. 

Franklin  Harris. 


A  Good  School  Record. — Cha^rade    Answered. 

Orderville,  Utah. 

My  father  is  Bishop  of  this  ward,  and 
lias  been  for  nearly  twenty- two  years.  My 
mama  has  had  twelve  children — three  are 
dead.  One  of  my  brothers  has  been 
on  a  mission,  another  is  going  soon.  I 
have  been  to  school  five  years,  am  in  the 
fifth  grade,  and  have  neither  been  late  nor 
absent  yet. 

I  have  guessed  Myrtle  Oliver's  charade 
in  the  Juvenile  for  October  1st.  It  is 
"Children." 

Cora  Esplin. 


Great  Grandma  Still  Living. — Knew  the   Prophet 
Joseph. — Answer  to  Charade. 

Orderville,  Ut.\h. 
My  mama's  grandma  is  living  yet.  She 
is  ninety-one  years  old,  and  is  still  quite 
spry.  Her  name  is  Lucy  Allen,  her  fath- 
er's name  was  Isaac  Morley.  She  has 
about  one  dozen  great-great-grandchildren. 


She  talks   much    of   the   Prophet    Joseph. ' 
whom  she  knew  intimately  for  many  years, 
often  doing  service  in  his  home  when  Sis- 
ter Emma  had  illness.   Grandma  knows  he 
was  a  man  of  God. 

I  have  guessed  Jesse  Oliver's  charade  in 
the  Juvenile  for  October  1st.  It  is  "Tab" 
ernacle.'' 

Ella  Esplin. 


Taught  to  Read  by  Mama. 

Salt  I^ake  City,  Utah. 
I  love  to  read  the  letters  in  the  Letter- 
Box.  I  have  never  been  to  school  until 
this  fall,  but  mama  taught  me  how  to 
read.  I  read  seven  books  through  last 
winter.  I  know  all  my  letters  in  print  or 
writing.  We  had  ten  pure  white  bunnies 
at  one  time.  We  have  a  pair  of  pigeons. 
I  love  to  go  to  school  and  Sunday  School, 
and  to  fast  meeting  and  see  the  babies  get 
blessed.     I  am  six  years  old. 

Lillian  M.  Jacobsen. 


Two  Cousins  Tell  of  the  Same  Venerable 
Grandma. 

[This  letter  came  after  Ella's  had   been 
handed  into  the  Letter-Box.] 

Orderville,  Utah. 
My  papa  takes  the  Juvexile  Instruc- 
tor, and  I  like  it  very  much.  I  have 
been  interested  in  the  charades  and  have 
been  able  to  answer  some  of  them.  My 
grandmother  lives  with  us.  Her  name  is 
Lucy  Deantha  Morley  Allen.  She  will  be 
91  j'ears  old  the  4th  of  October.  She  was 
baptized  November  lo,  1830,  by  Parley  P. 
Pratt,  in  Kirtland,  Ohio.  She  is,  we  think, 
the  oldest  Church  member  that  is  known 
to  be  living.  She  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  for  seventy-six  years.  She  has 
seen  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  He  lived 
with  my  grandmother  for  six  months.   She 
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became  well    acquainted   with  him.     She 
has  good  health  for  such  an 'old  lady. 
Hattie  Esplix, 
Age  14  j^ears. 

[You  failed  to  send  the  answer  to  your 
charade,  Hattie,  and  it  will  not  be  pub- 
lished.— En.] 


Glad  When  the  Elders  Come. 

Los  Angeles,  C'al. 
I  have  enjoyed  the  Letter-Box.  We 
•came  here  for  mama's  health.  Every  time 
the  Elders  administer  to  her  she  gets 
better.  We  are  glad  whenever  the  Elders 
•come  to  see  us.  We  go  to  Sunday  School 
and  take  two  cars  to  get  there.  For  two 
months)  we  lived  right  by  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  Sometimes  we  went  in  the  water, 
which  we  enjoyed  very  much.  I  shall  be 
_glad  to  get  back  to  Salt  Lake  City  when 
mama  gets  well.  The  other  day  I  picked 
lemons  and  figs.  The  oranges  are  green 
now.  I  am  7  years  old,  and  have  two 
Ijrothers. 

Verl  Porter. 


The  Sweetest  Baby. 

CoLONiA  DrBL.\N,  Chih.,  Mex. 

I  am  too  little  to  write  alone,  so  papa 
has  to  guide  my  hand.  I  have  uncles, 
aunts  and  cousins  at  Santa<iuin,  Provo  and 
Junction  in  Utah,  Raymond  in  Canada, 
and  Mesa  in  Arizona,  and  I  want  to  tell 
them  that  mama  has  the  sweetest  and 
•cutest  baby  girl  in  th-^  world.  She  is  a 
week  old,  and  can  laugh  as  well  as 'cry. 
Her  name  will  be  Iris. 

We  have  lovely  Sunday  School  and    Pri- 
mary, and  many  other  lovely  things  beside 
the    baby.     The    Lord    is  good    to  us.     I 
wish  all  my  friends  would  write  to  me. 
Leota  IjK  Baron, 

()  years  old. 


Going  to  Learn  to  Read  and  Write. 

Summit.  Utah. 
Mama  has  gone  to  Parowan  to  attend 
conference  today.  I  went  yesterday,  so  I 
am  staying  with  my  auntie  today.  Threne, 
my  little  four-year-old  sister,  died  last 
July.  She  was  sick  only  one  day.  I  am 
very  lonely  without  her.  I  had  a  baby 
brother  born  in  the  morning  and  she  died 
at  night.  I  have  three  brothers  but  no 
other  sister. 

I  am  going  to  school  this  year  and  hope 
to  soon  learn  to  write  and  read. 

ViR(iiE  White, 
Aged  6  years. 
(Per  auntie.) 

Enigma. 

Springville,  Utah. 
I  take  pleasure  in  the  Letter-Box,  and 
send  an  enigma.  The  names  to  be  guessed 
are  the  names  of  two  United  States  presi- 
dents, and  are  spelled  with  the  first  and 
final  letters  of  the  words  which  answer  the 
suggestions  given. 

1,  a  sack. 

2,  a  machine  for  applying  steam  to  drive 
machinery,  vessels  or  railway  trains. 

3,  a  word  of  denial  or  refusal. 

4,  a  vessel  of  earthenware   or  glassware 
in  various  shapes  and  dimensions. 

5,  in  the  midst  of  something. 

6,  not  excess  of  any  kind,  medium. 

7,  a  face  to  face  talk. 

8,  a  Canadian  peninsula. 

9,  destitute  of  house  or  habitation. 

10,  an  exnlamation. 

11,  a  title  of  respect  given  to  a  .fewish 
doctor  or  expounder  of  the  law. 

12,  to  destroy. 

13,  that    which    docs     not     look     good. 

ugly- 

14,  a  religious  or  righteous  person. 

15,  a  river  in  South  America. 
TO,  midday. 

Oscar  Bover. 


ORIGINAL    AND    SELECTED    POEMS. 


CHOOSE  THE  RIGHT. 

Choose  the  right  when  a  choice  is  placed  before 
you, 

In  the  rigLt  the  Holy  Spirit  guides, 
And  its  light  is  forever  shining  o'er  you, 

When  in  the  right  your  heart  confides. 

Chorus. 

Choose  the  right, 

Choose  the  right, 
Let  wisdom  mark  the  way  before, 

In  its  light, 

Choose  the  right, 
\nd  God  will  bless  you  evermore. 

Choose  the  right,  let  no  spirit  of  digression 

Overcome  you  in  the  evil  hour. 
There's  the  right  and  the  wrong  to  every  ques- 
tion, 

Be  safe  through  inspiration's  power. 

Choose  the   right;  there    is  peace   in  righteous 

doing; 
Choose  the  right,  there's  safety  for  the  soul; 
Choose  the  right  in  all  labors  you're  pursuing; 
Let  God  and  heaven  be  your  goal. 

Joseph  L.  Townsend. 


ACROSTIC. 

TO  THE  JUVENILE   INSTRUCTOR.     ■ 

T  hrioe  welcome  Instructor,  I  hail   thee  with 

glee, 
H  ow  lucid  thy  pages  are  always  to  me; 
E  ach   number   is     teeming   with    subjects    so 

bright, 

J  ust  brimful  of  topics  that  give  me  delight; 
U  nselfish,  undaunted,  disdaining  the  foe, 
V  aliantly  teaching  the  way  we  should  go; 
E  ver  and  anon,  proclaiming  with  might, 
K  il  desperanditm,  to  do  what  is  right; 
I  ntegrity,  mingled  with  music  and  song, 
L  ovingly  leading  our  children  along; 
E  ver  defending  the  truth  'gainst  the  wrong; 

I   nstructions  unceasing  are  flowing  with  care, 
N  ever  found  falt'ring,  nor  faint  with  despair; 
S  incere,  and  sacred  I  fully  embrace 
T  hose  kind  editorials  of  knowledge  and  grace, 
R  esplendent  so  often  with  wisdom  and  love, 
U  nder  the  guidance  of  Him  from  above; 


C  ontented  from  henceforth, I'll  cherish  thy  name^ 
T  hrough   many  long  years  I'll  extol  thy  fame. 
O  Lord,  in  Thy  mercy,  protect  us,  I  pray; 
R  emember   Thy    people,    hy    night     and    by- 
day. 

H.  E.  Llewelyn, 


GOD  IS  LOVE. 

God  is  love;  His  mercy  brightens 

All  the  path  in  which  we  rove; 
Bliss  He  wakes  and  woe  he  lightens; 

God  is  wisdom,  God  is  love. 

Chance  and  change  are  busy  ever; 

Man  decays  and  ages  move; 
But  His  mercy  waneth  never; 

God  is  wisdom,  God  is  love. 

Even  the  hour  that  darkest  seemeth. 
Will  His  changeless  goodness  prove; 

From  the  gloom  His   brightness  streameth,. 
God  is  wisdom,  God  is  love. 

He  with  earthly  cares  entwineth 

Hope  and  comfort  from  above; 
Everywhere  His  glory  shineth; 

God  is  wisdom,  God  is  love. 

Selected. 


FAITH. 

Npt  when  the  way  lies  smooth  before  my  feet, 
Not  under  tender  skies  and  favoring  breeze 

To  trust  my  Guide  with  confidence  complete. 
But  when  the    clouds  hang  low,    and   sullen' 
seas 

.Snarl  with  white  teeth  around  my  bark  in  rage, 
Then — then  to  fare  across  the  glooming  sea 

And  fling  defiance  where  the  warfares  wage 

Against  my  craft,  this  seemeth  faith  to  me. 

Selected. 


Were  half  the  power  that  fills  the   world  witb- 
terror, 
Were  half  the  wealth  bestowed  on  camps  and' 
courts, 
Given  to  redeem  the  human  mind  from  error, 
There  were  no  need  of  arsenals  or  forts, 

Longfellow^ 
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WEDDING 
'^INGS 


R 


j]E  are  the  largest  makere  of  Solid  Gold  Wedding  Rings  in  Utah.    We 
have  become  the  largest  because  we  sell  perfectly  reliable  Rings  at 

the  lowest  possible  price.    You  cannot  buy  better  rings  than  ours, 

though  you  can  pay  more  for  those  not  so  good.     See  that  every  ring  is 
Stamped  D.  &  S. 

JOHN    DAYNES    &    SONS 

Established  1862  26  Main  Si,  Salt  Lake  City 


If  you  want  to  cure  diptheria,  use  Hall's 

Canker  Remedy. 
If  you  want  to  prevent  diptheria,  use  Hall's 

Canker  Remedy. 
If  one  of  the  children  in  the  house  has 

diptheria,  give  Hall's  Canker  Remedy 

to  those  who  are  well  and  they  will 

never  take  the  disease. 

Sold  by  all  druggists.    Ask  your  grocer  or  druggist 
for  this  wonderful  remedy  which  never  falls. 


SALT  LAKE 
CITY 


Utab 
Dental 

Co. 


.TEETH  ,.^ 


234  MAIN. 

OUR  REDUCED  PRICES 

Set  of  Teeth  (Best  Red  Rubber)  .  $5.00 
Gold  ckowns,  (22-k) .  .  .  $3.50  to  $5.00 
Bridge  Work,  (Best) .  .  .  $3.50  to  $5.00 

Gold  Fillings $1.00  up 

Others 50c  to  75c 

12- Year  Protective  Guarantee. 
Teeth  Extracted  Without  Pain. 

Open  till  6  p.m.;  Sundays, 
10  to  2. 

'Phones: 
Bell  n.38-y;    Ind.  2998. 

DR.  ZinnERMAN, 
Manager. 


THE  NEW  ROAD 
THE  BEST  LINE  TO 

^outbern  California 

Only  direct  line  Salt  Lake  to  Los  Angeles. 
Most  modern  palatial  trains,  equipped  with 
Standard  and  Tourist  Sleeping  Cars,  Din- 
ers and  Free  Reclining  Chair  Cars. 
All  trains  via  Salt  Lake  City  and  Ne- 
vada's Mineral  Belt. 
New  Route  open  to  Bull  Frog. 
Ask  nearest  Agent  about  California  Ex- 
cursions, or  write  to 

J.  H.  BURTNER,  D.  P.  A. 
S.P.L.A.&S.L.R.R.         Lalt  Lake  City,  Utah 


EDISOH  PHONOGRAPH  and  1  dozen  records 
$24.20 


Expressed  or  freighted  to  any  station  in 
Utah  or  Idaho.     Easy  terms  if  desired. 

Greatest  Entertainer  of  tbe  Age. 

CLAYTON    MUSIC    CO. 

Leading  Hnsic  Dealers. 

109-11-13  S.  Main  St.,   Salt  Lake  City, Utah 

J.  J.  DATNES,  JR.,  Manager. 


Oliver  R,  Meredith 

TRUNK  MANUFACTURER 
155-157  MainSt.  (East  Side  Salt  Lake  City,  Ut 


TALKING 
I  MACHINES 


For  39  days  without  pay- 
ing  anyihing    on    them. 


Write  for  particulars  to 


25-27  E.  FIHSr  SOITH  STREET 

SALT  I  AKE  CIIY 


>0'^H    n\\    Of    I  HI    WOWII) 


LUiO    OUij         btaUcletJlJ  llLiOUlOj        lints       pUcaeiilll^ 

directily  trtrou^jd  juuiDt  aod  piuturuHque 
Salt  Lake  City.  A  stop-over  1b  Hlluwed  at 
Salt  Lake  Oity,  beamiful  Glen  wood,  Colo- 
rado Springe  or  Denver  on  all  ulassoe  of 
ticketB  on  upplioation  to  thp  train  con- 
ductor 


I.  A   BENTON, 
Gen    Agt 


Sceoiry  Unequaled 
in  the  World. 
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